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A Threefold Contrast 


By W. M. Czamanske 


HEN am I great? 
When I become so small 
That I am nothing in His sight, 
And Christ is all in all. 
Then am I great. - 


When am I strong?. 
When I become so weak 
That I depend on God alone 

For all the help I seek. 
Then am I strong. 


When am I glad? 
When burdened and oppressed 
I hgas my Saviour’s joyful words, 
« Come unto Me and rest.” 
Then am I glad. 


The Glory of Ascension 


What does mean? When do believers 
have the experiencé “@f ascension? The Scriptures 
answer these questiogs,; and in view of the inspired 
meaning of the worg “ascension,” let us be careful 
not to misapply it, as is sometimes done. For example, 
an item submitted for the Illustration Round-Table of 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, but not accepted for 
publication, tells of the loving remembrance of a 
great preacher when his beloved wife was called to 
her heavenly Home. He could not write the word 
“Died” on the stone over her grave, but instead he 
chose the word “Ascended.” And when he himself 
was taken, his friends remembered this and had the 
same word inscribed over his grave. It is easy to 
understand the loving thought and purpose that 
prompted the use of the word “Ascended” in connec- 
tion with the passing of a dear one from earth to 
Heaven. Yet the Bible does not so speak of ascen- 
sion: this experience is still in the future for believers, 
both those who have fallen asleep in the Lord and 
those who may be “alive and remain unto the com- 
ing of the Lord.” Ascension, in the God-breathed 
Book, refers not to the passing of the disembodied 
spirit from earth to Heaven, but to the rising of the 
body, united to the spirit, to the heights of the throne 
of God. In the experience even of the Son of God 
himself there could be no ascension until after his 
bodily resurrection from the dead. “No man hath 
ascended up to heaven,” said the Lord to Nicodemus 
(John 3: 13). . “David is not ascended into the 
heavens,” said Pefer in his great isermon~on the day 
of Pentecost as, hé boldly and joyously declared to 
the Jews the resurrection of Christ from the dead 
(Acts 2:34). | David awaits his ascension, as do all 
believers both ‘living and dead. The spirits of the 


blessed dead are with the Lord in Heaven; their bodies 
await “that blessed hope” of his coming, when “the 
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the. Lord in the air” (1 
Thess. 4:16, 17). What an aseension that will’ be! 
“Even so in Christ shall all beswmade alive. But every 
man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; after- 
ward they that are Christ’s at his coming” (1 Cor. 


15:22, 23). 
-— 
The Secret of Our Peace 


Sin made peace unspeakably costly. Sin is war, 
the rebellion of the sinner against God. And when 
sin started in the human race, through Adam’s fall, 
it was at Once beyond the power of the sinner. Sinners 
cannot stop sinning by any effort or power of their 
own. To end this war between man and God, and to 
bring peace, meant God’s paying a price that was tragic 
and costly indeed. It meant giving his Son to take 
the sinner’s place and pay the penalty of sin. This 
Christ did by his incarnation and death. “He humbled 
himself,, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.” After the price had been paid 
and God had raised his Son from the dead, the risen 
Christ appeared to his disciples with this word of 
greeting: “Peace be unto you.” They were fright- 
ened, not realizing it was their best Friend and Lord 
who spoke to them. Quieting their fears, he “shewed 
them his hands and his feet” (Luke 24:40). Have 
we recognized the connection between the peace that 
the crucified and risen ‘Lord brought to his disciples, 
and the piercing of. his hands and his feet? His 
wounds were our peace. He “made peace through the 


blood of his cross.” 
unspeakable gift.” 


“Thanks be unto God for his 


x 
Confucius, Henley, and Christ 


Popular heroes have much in common, whether 
they are ancient or modern. The cross of Christ has 
neyer been popular with the whole world, — that is 
why the Word speaks of the “offence of the cross.” 
Any religion that leaves out this offense is certain to 
be popular with many. A radio announcer recently 
= Henley’s well-known poem “Invictus,” with the 
ines: 

I am the master of my fate; 
I am the captain of my soul. 


He said they reminded us of the statement of Con- 
fucius, that “the perfect man ought always to be 
busy conquering himself.” Just what a perfect man 
could find in himself to conquer, the radio announcer 
did not mention, nor does Confucius seem to have told 
us! And the one thing that all other men than the 
perfect ones are utterly unable to do is to conquer 
themselves. In many ways Paul was one of the best 
men that ever lived, and he had to confess: “The. good 
that I would I do not: but the evil which I would 
not, that I do.” In agony he cried out in his wretch- 
edness, “Who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death?” He saw no hope in himself, nor did he ever 
find any there. But he did rejoice in complete deliv- 
erance as he answered his own question, “I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Christ has some- 
thing for us that ‘neither Confucius nor Henley ever 
offered to men: not the ™hidpeless struggle of con- 
quering ourselves, but the radiant victory of being 
“more than conquerors through him that loved us.” 


Hezekiah’s Voice in the Psalms 


(Continued from last week) 


HE common interpretation of the “Songs of De- 
grees” as hymns of joyful pilgrimage, sung 
as the Passover journey culminates at the steps 
(or degrees) of the Temple, has this difficulty that 
these Psalms are not at all concerned with pilgrim- 
ages. The atmosphere of most of them, notably of 
Psalms 120, 124, 125, 130, and 131, is that of anxiety 
and sorrow because of the pressure‘ of national 
and personal difficulties. Those who, as Perowne, 
think of the “Songs of Ascent” as beautiful little 
idyls of the going up from the Babylonian captivity, 
are faced with similar objections. Thus of Psalm 
124 Perowne remarks: | 

“The swelling waters, rising till they threatened to 
sweep all before them, is an image expressing far 
more strongly than anything in the history would seem 
to warrant the hostility of theif conqiierors to the 
Jews. . The bird escaped from the broken snare is 
an image rather of sudden unlooked for deliverance 
than of a return, so deliberate, so almost reluctant, 
as that of the Jews from Babylon.” 

But into the circumstances and milien of Hezekiah’s 
time these “Songs of Degrees” fit almost with pre- 
cision. There are fifteen in this group, the number 
Serrespooding. according to Dr. Thirtle’s theory (“Old 
Testament Problems”) to the fifteen years added to 
Hezekiah’s life when the shadow went back on the 
dial. Ten of these Psalms are original, the other five 
selected because of their illustration of Hezekiah’s life 
experiences. All of them are susceptible to an inter- 
pretation relating to Hezekiah. This interpretation 
may be briefly summarized as follows: 


Psalm 120.—The distress and deliverance refer to 
the siege by Sennacherib; the lying lips and deceitful 
tongue, to Rab-shakeh’s sophistical parleyings (Isa. 
36). “I am for peace .. . they are for war” repre- 





This is the third article in the series, “How to Remember 
the Psalms,” by Ernest Gordon. The series will be con- 
cluded in an early issue. 
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sents Hezekiah’s submissive attitude, even to the point 
of paying tribute (2 Kings 18:14, 15), and the gen:ral 
attitude of Israel, as contrasted with the heathen 
known as: those who “delight in war” (Psa. 68:30). 


Psalm r2z—‘Tf I lift up mine eyes unto the hills” 
—covered with Assyrian encampments — “from 
whence cometh my help? My help cometh from the 
Lord, who made heaven and earth.” This last phrase, 
which occurs again in Psalm 124:8 and 134:3 (both 
Psalms of degrees), is a distinct echo of Hezekiah’s 
prayer. on the receipt of the letter from Sennacherib 
(Isa. 37:16): “O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that 
dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, 
even thou alone, of all the kingtloms of the earth: 
thou hast made heaven and earth.” The whole of 
this Psalm is in the vein of Hezekiah’s comforting 
words of 2 Chronicles 32: 6-8. 

Psalm 122.—“I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the héuse of the Lord” expresses Heze- 
kiah’s passionatelove of the -house of the Lord and 
of the city of Jerusalem; The first year of his reign 
he reopened, cleansed, afid refitted the Temple, rein- 
stating the’ seryices (2 Chrom 29 and 30). His first 
thought after his recovery from his sickness was to 
pass his days in the house of the Lord (Isa. 38:20). 
When he speaks of: Jerusalem as a city that is com- 
pact together he tas in mind perhaps his fortification 
against the Assyrian. “He .°. . built up all the wall 
that was broken, and raised it up to the towers, and 
another wall without, and repaired Millo in the city 
of David” ¢2 Chron.: 32:5). “Whither the tribes 
go up... to give thanks unto the name of the Lord” 
(Psa. 122: 4). finds its parallel in Hezekiah’s invita- 
tion to the tribes of Israel: (accepted by many in 
Ephraim, ‘Manasseh, and Zebulun) to come to Jeru- 
salem to keep the Passover (2 Chron. 30:18). The 
closing: verses»of the Psalm, with their possible refer- 
ence to “my brethrem and companions” (of the ten 
tribes ),’ may "be placed -in tthe same historical se‘ting. 

Psalm 123.—Senna¢herib lifted up his eyes on hich 
against the Holy. One-of Israel (2 Kings 19: 22). 
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Hezekiah says in this Psalm, “Unto thee lift I up 
mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens” and 
in his prayer (Isa 37:16) we have a similar invoca- 
tion, “O Lord of Hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest 
between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth.” 

“Our soul is exceedingly filled with scorning” (v. 
4) recalls Rab-shakeh again. ‘And they spake against 
the God of Jerusalem, as against the gods of the peo- 
ple of the earth, which were the work of the hands 
of men (2 Chron, 32:19), “Let not Hezekiah deceive 
you: for he shall not be able to deliver you out of 
his hand: neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the 
Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us” (2 
Kings 18:29, 30). 

“The scorning of those that are at ease’ (v. 4) 
implies arrogance. This word occurs in Isaiah’s mes- 
sage to Hezekiah concerning the proceedings of Rab- 
shakeh. ‘Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult” 
(or, “arrogance,” margin, “careless ease”) “is come 
up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in 
thy nose” (Isa. 37:29). 

Psalm 124 is fully taken up with the great deliver- 

ance of Israel and Hezekiah from the Assyrians. “If 
it had not been the Lord who was on our side, now 
may Israel say: If it had not been the Lord who was 
on our side, when men rose up against us: Then they 
had swallowed us up quick. ... Blessed be the Lord, 
who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth. 
Our soul is. escaped as a bird out of the snare 
of the fowlers: the snare is broken and we are es- 
caped.” 
This recalls Sennacherib’s own description of the 
siege of Jerusalem written on the Taylor Cylinder. 
“Hezekiah of Judah I shut up as a caged bird in Jeru- 
salem, his royal city. He was overwhelmed by the 
fear of the Lrightness of my lordship.” 


Psalm 125 has a general applicability to the deliv- 
erance of Israel from the Assyrians, the protection of 
those who trust in the Lord. “With him is the arm 
of flesh,” said Hezekiah to his people, “but with us 
is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight our bat- 
tles” (2 Chron, 32:8). “The rod of the wicked shall 
not rest upon the lot of the righteous,” says Heze- 
kiah in this Psalm. “The Lord hath broken the staff 
of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers,” re-echoes 
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Isaiah, Hezekiah’s contemporary (Isa. 14:5). “As for 
such as turn aside unto their crooked ways” (Psa. 
125:5) refers,.in Dr. Thirtle’s opinion, to any who 
should fall in with Rab-shakch’s deceitful proposition: 
“Make an agreement with me by a present, and come 
out to me, and then eat ye every man of his own vine, 
and every one of his fig tree” (2 Kings 18:31). 


Psalm 126 is specific. The captivity of Zion is its 
siege, now raised. The conditions had been desperate ; 
the people of city and country had been brought to 
the verge of famine. “Doth not Hezekiah persuade 
you to give over yourselves to die by famine and by 
thirst?” were the taunting words of Sennacherib (2 
Chron. 32:11). Seed corn was scarce and precious 
and the sower going out from Jerusalem after the 
flight of the Assyrian armies had to be encouraged. 
“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that 
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed; shall 
doubtless * come* again with rejoicing, bringing - his 
sheaves with him” (Psa.° 126:5, 6). Isaiah had 
prophesied in thé siege time that the third year would 
see harvests again (2'Kings 19:29). The Psalmist 
prays that as the autumn rains fill the dry stream 
beds, so prosperity might again return to Judah. For 
“the streams in the south” are those of Judah. 


Psalm 127—This Psalm of Solomon Hezekiah ap- 
plies to himself. In view of the wear and tear of long 
hours of watching and hard toil of siege-time the 
Lord in beneficence ordains sleep and rest. To rise 
up early and take late rest were indeed vain if the 
Lord be keeper. “There be more with us than with 
him. ... With us is the Lord our God” (2 Chron. 32: 
7, 8). The second part of the Psalm, which teaches 
that children are a heritage of the Lord, is especially 
applicable to Hezekiah. When smitten with sickness 
he had no heir. He feared death lest the promise of 
God to Solomon (reaffirming the same one to David), 
“Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, ac- 
cording as.I have covenanted with David thy father, 
saying, There shall not be cut off to thee [margin] 
a man to be ruler in Israel,” should be broken down. 
“The living, the living, he shall praise thee,” wrote 
Hezekiah when recovered of his sickness; “the father 
4 pend children shall make known thy truth” (Isa. 
35:19), 4 


(To be concluded) 





Need Christians be in Debt ? 


In a recent issue ef THE SuNpDAY ScHoot TIMES 
you mentioned the testings that believers are endur- 
ing. These téstings sometimes.involve debt. Do you 
believe that a way will be opened for all such, so 
that before our Lord’s coming these Christians can 
all meet their obligations, or can we expect condi- 
tions to become worse, thus making it more difficult 
for the believer to meet his obligations? It would 
seem to be God’s will to have all Christians debt- 
free—A Pennsylvania reader. 


“Owe no man any thing.” This is the simple, direct, 
plain command of God’s Word, given for the: Church 
of Christ in this age of grace in Paul’s inspired 
Epistle to the Romans (12:8). The statement occurs 
in a chapter that discusses our relations and duties 
toward fellow men, including obedience to rulers and 
the payment of taxes. We are to pay others whatever 
is due them, and we are to owe nothing, —that is, 
financial debt is forbidden. 

Obviously, the command not to owe anything refers 
to debts that we cannot pay. To have a charge ac- 
count at a shop, provided we have money to pay the 
account when it is rendered, would not seem to fall 
within the scope of this New Testament prohibition. 
Charge accounts are a necessary convenience in con- 
ducting modern business, not only for shops of general 
merchadise, but even more for such public service cor- 
porations as telephone and gas and eléctric and water 
companies, the accounts of which must necessarily’ be 
carried for a time and: settled periodically. Nor would 
a loan made upor the security of collateral or prop- 
erty that more than secures the loan séem to come 
within this prohibition; the one who makes the loan 
borrows money on property that protects the lender, 
and thus does not owe that which he is unable to pay. 

It is this last action or condition that seems to be 
forbidden in the Scripture: taking on financial obliga- 
tions, contracting debts, for which we have not the 
means to repay. There is strong pressure. upon almost 
every one these days to do this. But when the Holy 
Spirit directed the writing of those God-breathed 
words, “Owe no man any thing,” he was fully aware 
of the world-wide depression and economic stringency 
in which men, including the Church of Christ, would 
be living in the Year of our Lord 1931. What God 
commands, God enables; and we cannot but believe, 
therefore, that God will make it possible for any in- 
dividual believer to keep out. of financial debt if that 





one is fully yielded to the Lord and walks in full faith, 
day by day, in the sufficiency of His grace. “My 
Ged shall supply all your need according to his riches 
in:glory by Christ Jesus” has the same inviolable truth 
and authority that the other words of Scripture have, 
“Owe no man any thing.” The supply from God will 
make it unnecessary for us to borrow from men that 
which we cannot repay. m 

But what if we are already burdened by debts that 
we have incurred? Very few of God’s children have 
lived faithfully and uninterruptedly in accordance with 
his revealed will at every point. If we do owe money 
that we cannot at present repay, if. we are carrying 
debts that were incurred in disregard of God’s loving 
counsel to us not to take on such debts, then let us 
acknowledge to our heavenly Father the failure that 
we have made in this matter, and, haying confessed the 
failure, let us look to him in faith to show us and 
enable us, in his own time and way, to pay off. the 
debts and be freed from their obligations. Like’ the 
result of any other failure to have. done God’s will, 
the consequences of incurred debts. may be burden- 
some and Jong-continuing; there is no Scripture tell- 
ing us that we can look for an instantaneous clearance 
of money debts that we may have incurred. But there 
is no limit to the wonders that God can work, and 
will work, ‘in the life of every child of his who is 
fully yielded to his will and who trusts*him fully. 
Whether every past or present debt will be met, - for 
such a one, before the coming of the Lord, is a mat- 
ter that we can safely leave with the Lord. . But even 
in the midst ofthe unprecedented business depression 
of today, the unemployment and difficulty of finding 
work, with the resulting shortage of money in the 
midst of abundance of money and food and manufac- 
tured products of every sort, the Word of the Lord 
stands inviolate, unbroken, and unbreakable: “There- 
fore take no [anxious] thought, saying, What shall 
we eat? or, What shall we drink?. or, Wherewithal 
shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do 
the Gentiles seék:) for your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his rightousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6: 
31-33). = 


God tempers his blessings to us. He keeps our joys 
and our fears on an even balance, that we may neither 
presume nor despair—From the. Keswick Cadendar. 








Would You Like to Visit 





This Modern 
Sunday School Building ? 








F YOU should. stand at the corner of North 

Avenue and Juniper Street in Atlanta you 
would see a fine looking five-story building, 
with walls of light red brick, sand-stone trim- 
mings, and a red tile roof. It looks like-a 
modern high school or library, but it is the 
new Sunday-school and Church Activities Build- 
ing of the North Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
It is probably one of the finest and best equip- 
ped Sunday-schools in the. country. 


In addition*to a largé ‘tfumber of classrooms 
for ‘all departments this’ school has the -follow- 
ing interesting features: °a ‘Boy Scouts’ Room, 
a Missionary Room, Missionary~-: Library, 
Mother’s Class Room, two --well equipped . 
Kitchens, Gymnasium, a Superintendent’s Office 
with a switchboard from which a bell on any floor 
can be rung and a switch that rings all of.the 
bells in the house at once. There is even a 
midget piano in the Cradle Roll: Room, .-:with 
furniture specially built for the little children. 
On the ceiling of this room are:stars,.and the - 
floor covering is of soft green. 


Wouldn’t you like to visit this remarkable 
Sunday-school, go through the building, and ~ 
see it all for yourself? You can do so— almost 
—by reading the detailed account of its novel 
but very practical features appearing in next 
week’s Efficiency and Equipment Number of 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times. Dr. Marion 
McH. Hull, the well-known Sunday-school 
worker and writer, is superintendent of the 
school, and has written a story of how this 
dream came true and what giyés their building 
its great usefulness today for the best sort of 
present-day Sunday-school work. For Dr. Hull, 
while he believes with all his heart in utilizing 
the most up-to-date methods and efficiency in 
the Lord’s work, is an old-fashioned believer 
who knows and teaches that there is- but d6ne 
Gospel, one Book, one Saviour and Lord. 


Have you discovered the interest and use- 
fulness’ of Clock Records in your Primary De- 
partment? Another article in this Efficiency 
and Equipment Number of next week will ex- 
plain these, and will show what they have done 
for the children. 


There is no adventure like missionary adven- 
ture, but think of having Paul’s missionary 
journeys made vivid by an ‘electrical map! A 
Pennsylvania Sunday-school hag::worked this 
out, with batteries and a bulb, and when a ques- 
tion about a place visited by Paul is correctly 
answered by a pupil, the bulb flashes its light; 
if the question is not answered correctly, the 
bulb doesn’t burn. Next week’s issue tells just 
how to rig this up in your own school while the 
lessons are covering Paul’s missionary journeys. 


Still more of these practical Ways of Work- 
ing in Church and School will be described 
with compelling interest in next week’s ‘issue. 
Fleor plans will accompany the article on ‘the 
Stnday-school building in Atlanta, so that others 
¢an adopt similar plans in their own work. And 
these articles are typical of what THe SUNDAY 
ScHoo. Times does continually for~the Sun- 
day-schools of North America and the world, — 
not only for large Sunday-schools but quite as 
much for those of less than a hundred members. 
Country and city. schools find practical guidance 
for their work in the reports gathered from far 
and near by the Times staff: and published in 
these columns the year round. 


Are there not church and Sunday-school 
workers‘among your personal friends who might 
not':know of this Efficiency and. Equipment 
Number? Will you call it to their attention? 
If you would like-a free specimen copy of this: 
Number sent to any of your friends or co- 
workers not now getting the Times, the issue 
will be mailed to them promptly if you will ask 
for:the Efficiency and Equipment Number and 
send their names to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. ; 


Another way to introduce the paper to your 
friends who may not be acquainted with it is 
by means of a Ten Weeks Get Acquainted sub- 
scription for 25 cents. Such subscriptions, if 
sent promptly, will commence with the Efficiency 
and Equipment Number and’ include the fea- 
tures announced above. 
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The Earthenware Jars of the Bible 


Oriental sideliglits on Bible ‘‘ vessels,’’ with many 
lessons for the Christian heart 


By Layyah A. Barakat 














lated from the Arabic version as follows: “I 

have been forgotten from~the heart as a dead 
man. I have become a broken vessel.” You notice 
the difference here between the Arabic and the Eng- 
lish. In English it is: “I am forgotten as a dead 
man out of mind: I am like a broken vessel.” The 
Oriental language is a figurative language and intense 
in its phrases. An Oriental does not love with the 
mind, for the mind is changeable and the thoughts 
are forgetfulness, but he loves with all his heart; and 
the common: expression is, Min nus alby (“I love 
you”), meaning “from the midst of my heart.” Here 
we find that the Psalmist, so familiar with the ex- 
pression, took the thoughts common among the Orien- 
tals, as these words are David’s own words. Love 
by mind, amounts to very little; but the love that 
springs out with the fountain of life from the midst 
ot the heart is the kind of love that the Psalmist felt 
toward others, and expected from others. 

“I have become a broken vessel.” The Scripture 
speaks of many kinds of vessels that were in use in 
ancient days. The ruins are bringing out all sorts 
of vessels that have been buried with the ancient peo- 
ples, as they were common articles. Some of them 
‘are vessels of gold, some of silver,’some of bronze, 
some of brass and iron, but in this verse the quotation 
directs us to an earthen vessel, a vessel made out of 
pottery. They were in common use in the peasants’ 
homes, the sort of vessels that are found today in the 
humble homes of Mount Lebanon, in the Arab tents, 
hanging on the camel’s back in crossing the deserts, 
carried on the damsel’s shoulder as she goes to the 
fountain, placed under the old willow tree by the 
water springs .where the shepherds bring their flocks 
for the noon hour rests. The shepherd fills his earthen 
vessel that it may cool during the hour of rest. 


An Oriental Pottery 

An earthen vessel! And how little we realize its 
‘service and use! A broken vessel has no value be- 
cause it does not hold anything. It cannot be proud. 
You cannot put it in a place where you expect service 
from it. Broken, good for nothing but to be thrown 
out and trodden on by the passers-by. David was a 
keen observer of himself. He knew his temperament. 
He knew his human nature. He knew the power of 
his Redeemer. And he realized that he must become 
a brokén vessel to himself and to the world that he 
mitht be troddet’ on and become useless, and then 
God’s mercy could be seen in making a new vessel out 
of it and in using it for his honor and glory. 

Let me take you, in imagination, to an Oriental 
pottery. You will see no fine machinery, no extensive 
buildings. You will see nothing but a plain shed. 
Let us take a look within. Here is the place where 
‘thousands of vessels are made and shipped all over 
the country, They are used in every home and many 
a muleteer comes here and loads his mules and camels 
with the product of this pottery. I hear you say, “It 
is very queer.” But wait a moment. Do, you see 
‘all these wheels? You notice there is a pile of clay 
by every wheel. Here is the master workman, Watch 
him as he is shaping the clay in his hands. He molds 
* it in the shape of a bowl, and he puts his foot to the 
pedal and applies the clay to the wheel, and in a 
moment, as you watch him, he will turn a little vessel. 
He will look at it a moment, and it will please him 
to take a little clay. and apply it again to the wheel 
and make a spout for his vessel. He will look at it 
carefully again, and it will please him to make a han- 
die. Then heeturns out the top, makes a little bot- 
tom with a little stand, turns it again on the wheel, 
smooths it out, and you have before you a pretty 
drinking vessel. You will wonder at the quick per- 
formance, and at the fine result—a drinking vessel 
made in a moment from a little clay, a useful article 
of a pretty shape. But you must remember it is the 
clay in the hand of the master workman. You cannot 
with your skill and intelligence turn out such an arti- 
cle unless you have the knowledge of creative power 
and the long life experience of molding the clay. Do 
you want to follow the drinking vessel as it goes 
through from one stage to another, in preparation for 
service? Don’t think for a moment that the master 
workman has finished his work as he laid that piece 
of clay on the wheel and turned out a drinking vessel. 
It is very pretty to look at, but it is not fit for service. 
Let us follow him to the next part of the pottery. 

We have seen only where the clay was shaped, but 
here we see hundreds of vessels of all shapes and de- 
scriptions: drinking vessels, eating dishes, cooking 
vessels, water jars, bread trays, lamps, and many other 
kinds of vessels: that are in common use in the peasants’ 


Tite thirty-first verse of Psalm 12 may be trans- 


‘The Bible is for the whole world. . One does not 
have to “know the Eastern mind,” or travel-in.the 
Holy Land to understand its message of salvation 
and to find in it bread and water to satisfy all the 
hungers and thirsts of life. But there are figures 
of speech in the Word that are richer in meaning 
to the Oriental than to the Westerner. Mrs. 
Barakat is a Syrian, and in a series of articles, 
of which this is the first, she gives the Eastern 
background for the many Scripture references to 
“vessels,” and points out valuable spiritual lessons 
hidden in these passages. The series will con- 
tinue in early issues of the Times. 
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homes and all sorts of utensils that the housewife has 
use for every day. Do you see all these vessels? 
Watch the master workman. He has a flat stone in 
his hand. He takes every vessel and he wets it and 
then rubs it with the stone to be sure there is no crack 
in it, or any rough place. Should he find a rough 
place, he polishes and smooths it. Some of these ves- 
sels have settled out of shape. He takes them in his 
hand, and twists them and shapes them as is pleasing 
to his taste. 

You ask whether they are ready for service after 
all this process? No, not fit for work yet. Let us 
follow the workman, Now you see, here is the kiln. 
Oh, such intense heat! Now let us watch him. He 
takes his vessels and puts them through the fire. He 
keeps them in a certain time, then he takes them out 
one by one, and after they cool for a while he takes 
his file and sounds them to see if they are whole, and 
examines them very closely. Then he gives them their 
names. Now he takes them to another room, sets 
them on different shelves, and sets their prices on 
them ready for the market. Here they are bought 
and then carried all over the land. This is the little 
lump of clay that you have seen yonder, receiving all 
thé attention and the skill, the energy and wisdom of 
the master workman, and here it is ready for service. 
You have seen the picture of the pottery. You have 
followed the earthen vessel up to this stage. 

Now I want to take you to my childhood home and 
show you a scene in a typical humble home. There 
is one big room over another. Through the street gate 
you enter an open court. On one side of the court ‘is 
a room which we may call our storeroom. On the 
other side of the court is the big upper chamber with 
a porch looking toward the Mediterranean Sea. Here 
we live, eat, sleep, and do our daily toil. As you 
enter the door there is a round space covered with 
marble one step lower than the floor of the room. 
This is where you leave your shoes inside the thres- 
hold. On your right, back of the door, is a projecting 


bench with three holes in it, about four feet high... 


This is the stand for the water jars. It is called in 
Arabic Marfa-il-igarer, or “the holder of jars.” Here 
you will find two large jars, each holding from four 
to five gallons of water, and a small drinking vessel 
like the one you saw made in the pottery. You will 
no doubt receive the drinking vessel as you enter the 
house. It is quite an art to know how to use it, but 
to those brought up from childhood in an Oriental 
home it does not seem so. You will be invited to fill 
it to the brim from the first jar, or the vessel of 
honor. You may ask what is the vessel of honor, 


The Vessel of Honor 


Let us go back to the pottery for a moment and pur- 
chase some vessels for our'home. You remember in 
our previous visit to the pottery we went as far as 
the kiln and did not go as far as the room where 
the vessels are sold. There we shall find that the 
master workman has sounded his vessels, sorted them, 
announced their names and use, put values on them, 
and displayed them to the buyers ready for service. 

“I want a very fine vessel, master,” I begin. 

“Do you want to carry it to the fountain yourself? 
Such a nice maid as you are must bear a vessel of 
honor” (2 Tim. 2:20, 21). 

“A vessel of. honor,” I ask, “what does that mean?” 

“Yes, my dear, it is the only kind of vessel that an 
honorable damsel will carry to the fountain.” 

It is a vessel that will give out for the relief of 
others, a vessel to quench the thirst of the stranger 
and the weary traveler. I take the vessel of honor. 
It will hold between four and five gallons of water. 
It has two handles and is beautifully shaped. I put 
it on my right shoulder and go to the fountain to get 
water. If I meet a stranger on the road, he will be 
attracted by my jar, though he may not see my face. 
The vessel of honor is full of cold water from the 


spring. It is so clean and refreshing, an invitation to 
the stranger to quench his thirst. The vessel has done 
its honorable duty in giving the free water, the gift 
of God, to the passers-by... This is the mission of the 
vessel of honor. It is nothing but an earthen vessel, 
but nevertheless it is a vessel of honor because of 
its giving-out nature. It fulfills the mission and the 
expectation of the master workman. Oh, for humanity 
that has been made in the image of God and redeemed 
by the precious blood of Christ to be pliable’ in the 
hand of the Master, that it may give of life, of self, 
of all, and become a vessel of honor for the glory of 
God and the help of our fellow creatures. 

This is the first vessel you saw at my home next to 
the drinking vessel. Next to that on the shelf you 
will find another vessel. It looks almost the’ same 
as the vessel of honor. But it is not of the same 
nature, You will not be able to tell the difference, 
but the master workman can explain to you, and in 
a moment you will know the difference between the 
vessel of honor and the next vessel, called the vessel 
of dishonor. This vessel will stay at home. All the 
stale water in the vessel of honor will be emptied into 
it. It has been receiving much but giving out little, 
“Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same 
lump to make one vessel unto honour and another unto 
dishonour?” (Rom. 9:21.) It pleased the master 
workman to make the two vessels of the same clay, 
but for a different use and a different price. 

The Village Spring 

In my childhood I was brought up to go to the 
fountain and get water. At the little village spring 
one sees all the young women with their jars on their 
shoulders, veiled with a white veil which is folded in 
such a way that the face is partly covered in public. 
Modest and graceful, they stand under the walnut 
trees, talking with one another. Every one of those 
damsels has been faught from childhood never to re- 
fuse a stranger or passer-by a drink of water. They 
consider strangers as messengers from God, and they 
are very careful to treat wayfarers courteously. ‘ The 
spring is a favorite place for strangers to lodge under 
the willow and walnut trees. Here, you know, Moses 
sought his rest as a weary pilgrim running away from 
Egypt. Here Jacob, a stranger in the land of Haron, 
found his cousin Rachel. Here: also Eliezer found 
Rebecca ready to respond to his request to present 
him with the vessel of honor not‘to drink alone, but 
to water his camels also. And here the Lord Jesus, 
at Jacob’s Well, met the Samaritan woman and asked 
her for a drink of water, offering her the Water of 
Life in return. 

The Oriental damsel washes her face, puts on her 
best frock and her clean white veil, and with her jar 
on her shoulder goes off to the fountain. She is told 
to be modest and gentle on her way to the fountain, 
as she will be apt to meet many a young man admirer 
that is never privileged to exchange words with her 
at her home alone. It is the best place for young men 
to court future wives, and the young men watch the 
girls by the wayside. The words they are privileged 
to speak are, “Give me a drink.” A man cannot see 
the girl’s face, but he is drawn to her by the vessel 
of honor on her shoulder, and he is convinced that 
the bearer of the vessel of honor is an honorable crea- 
ture. “Give me a drink from your sweet jar, young 
damsel,” he may say, and she at once will say, Tuck- 
ram or, “with pleasure.” She puts the jar on the 
palm of her hand, he takes hold of it with his two 
hands, by its handles, turns it to his mouth, and takes 
a full drink. Then he thanks her with words of ad- 
miration of her black gazelle eyes, leaving the stamp 
e love in his words, setting her thinking on her way 

ome, 

But as she gets absorbed, thinking of his words and 
seeing the reflection of his personality before her, she 
forgets her steps, she trips in the rocky road, down 
she comes with her jar all in pieces. It is only a 
earthen vessel and now it is all broken. She wil 
have her crying spell over her failure, but then she 
will turn around and look for the largest’ fragments 
or sherds of her broken vessel to carry home. Those 
sherds which she left have no use but to be left under 
the feet of the passers-by to harden the road, but the 
sherds she carries in her hand have-a special use in 
her home and her life (Isa. 30:14). She arrives at 
home and finds a beating awaiting her. Then a new 
vessel will be given her. 

You may ask what use can she make out of the 
sherds of her broken vessel. In my childhood matches 
were rare, and their use was limited to the rich. We 
made fire with flint and steel‘and a little piece of linen 
by beating the steel against the flint and setting the 
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linen on fire. That gave us the start of our fire. We 
used fuel sparingly as wood is not plentiful. Many 
a chilly day we/tried to save our wood so as to warm 
our house when the boys came from work. “We want 
a live coal to make a fire,” a mother will say to her 
daughter, “go to our neighbors and bring me a live 
coal to start the fire to cook a mess of pottage and 
warm the house.” There will be nothing so useful 
as that sherd of a broken vessel. The girl carries it 
from door to door among the neighbors asking if they 
have any fire in their hearth. Shivering in the cold, 
many will answer, “No, we cannot afford any fire, 
and we are so cold.” At last she will come to a home 
with a blazing fire in the center of the room and a 
number of cheerful faces turned toward some one tell- 
ing an interesting tale. 

“Will you give me a live coal for Mother?” the 
girl asks. 

“You are welcome, help yourself,’ comes: the an- 
swer from the woman of the house. Taking a little 
stick in her hand she rolls a number of live coals onto 
her sherd of the bfoken vessel. Thanking the house- 
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wife, she takes the fire to her mother, and very soon 
the fire will be started in her home and the mackley 
or earthen pot will soon begin to boil with the lentils 
for. the soup. Oh, it was only a sherd of a broken 
vessel, but it has been the means of bearing the live 
coal to start the fire in this cold home. The stew 
was cooked and the home was warmed and made com- 
fortable when the boys came from work, and they 
were glad to find a warm dinner and a warm home. 
Dear reader, there are many cold homes and hearts in 
this world of ours that never can be reached by elo- 
quent preachers, but they can be reached by you, if 
you are willing to become a sherd of a broken vessel 
in the Master’s hand to start the fire in that cold, in- 
different heart. But the secret of it is you cannot be 
used until you have been broken into sherds, until 
you have lost your personality as a vessel of honor, 
until you have become useless to yourself and your 
admirers; in short, until you utterly surrender your life 
and all that you are to the Master, to use the sherd 
= his broken vessel for his honor and glory. 
(To be continued) 
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Why Our Men’s Bible Class Is a Success 


The story of a large New England class 


By Louis Marini 














the First -Presbyterian Church, Quincy, Mass., 

any Sunday morning at nine thirty and listens 
to J. Paul Foster teach the Bible will learn, in part 
at least, why that church has one of the largest and 
most regular Men’s Bible Classes in New England. 
An average of 263 men, old and young, came Sunday 
after Sunday to hear what the Bible has: to say and 
teach during the period from September, 1930, to June, 
1931. 
, Foster, in addition to being the teacher of this 
Men’s Bible Class, is a commercial organization sec- 
retary. He believes in putting business methods into 
church work, and religion into his business activities. 
When he organized the Men’s Class four years ago 
few had faith that it would continue long because of 
several previous failures, and only one or two shared 
his belief that the class would grow +o its present 
proportions. 

The class was organized March 15, 1927, at the 
The plan was outlined at that time, 
and. twenty-five men agreed to support the experiment 
for three: months, until the end of June. At that time 
the class would adjourn for the summer with the 
understanding that :it would be resumed in September 
only if there was a definite, strong demand for it. 

The first Sunday, March 20, 1927, twenty-three of 
the twenty-five members appeared. 

The business-Bible man then proceeded to give a 
business talk on the spot. He said he was accustomed 
to business methods, and that meant when a man 
promised a thing he would live up to his obligations. 
Mr. Foster saw no reason why. Christian church- 
goers should not do as well as the business man. In- 
deed, he offered to. resign right there unless, with the 
class members, promises were sacred obligations. 

A new spirit fired the men. The class continued 
to the end of June, and the total attendance for the 
period. was 557, or an average of 37 men for each of 
the fifteen Sundays. 

Of course the class resumed in September, and the 
average attendance figures for the four winters are as 
follows: 100, 138, 170, 263. The best attendance 
this year was on March 1, when 367 men were pres- 
ent. The session this year with the smallest attend- 
ance was on February 15, when 205 men were present. 

These figures, however, hardly tell the entire story. 
When the class began, most of the men attending 
were members of the First Presbyterian Church. At 


Ox: who takes his seat in the auditorium of 


' the present time they come from all sections of the 


city, its suburbs, and from many other places in Mas- 
sachusetts. There are eight men on the mailing list 
who attend regularly from adjoining states. A census 
taken last year ‘showed that sixty percent of the men 


. attending did not belong to any church. 


“What is the secret of the success of this Bible 
Class?” “What is the compelling force which binds 
the men together?” and “What does this Bible Class 
oes © attract such a following?” are questions often 
aske 

Many studies have been made of its work by vari- 


. Ous groups and individuals. The best, however, is 


ma in the following summary: 


The class is a genuine Bible study group. The 
pa lure offered is the simple assurance that for one 
hour each Sunday morning the class will apply itself 
to an uninterrupted study of the Bible and, a sys- 
tematic searching out of its teachings. The class is 
not a forum or debating club. “Popular” topics of the 
day are not discussed in the class, neither is any 
entertainment, as such, provided. It is strictly a Bible 
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study group. It is interesting to note that the teach- 
ing period of a session is fifty minutes, and that the 
teacher holds his audience during the entire time grip- 
ped by his presentation of a Bible ‘subject. There is 
no discussion. The Bible’s. teachings are unmarred by 
= presenting of varying human “interpretations of 
life.” : 

When Mr. Foster stands up he is ready with his 
lesson, upon which he has spent three or four evenings 
in research and study. Every detail is ready in his 
mind, and he presents only what the Bible teaches on 
the subject. Undoubtedly one secret of Mr. Foster’s 
ability as a teacher is the fact that his father was a 
clergyman, the Rev. James M. Foster, for thirty- 
eight years pastor of the Second Reformed Presbyte- 
rian Church, Boston, who together with his mother 
imparted to his son a deep faith, and love of the Scrip- 
tures. 


2. A second reason for the power of the class is 
that the Bible is recognized as the Word of God, and 
so taught, and its teachings are respected as authori- 
tative and final in religion. 


3. The great outstanding feature of the class, of 


_ course, is that continual effort is made to seek God’s 


guidance. Therefore, God has blessed it. 


4. Sound business methods are used. For- instance: 
a man who attends is expected to pay for what he 
gets; not in money, but in enthusiasm whenever he is 
talking about the class, in regular attendance, and in 
bringing each month at least one new friend to class. 
Membership is available to any man who feels the need 
of fellowship in the deep common. interests, provided 
he does not neglect his own church; and the records 
show that two out of every three visitors become reg- 
ular attendants, and come back with friends. 

Each Sunday the men sign attendance cards. When 
a man has attended two sessions in any season, he is 
placed on the class mailing list for that year. Inci- 
dentally, a new mailing list. is built up each year, 
which insures that only active interested men find 
places on it. The mailing list last season contained 
541 names — the largest yet. 

Every two weeks a mimeographed bulletin, gotten 
up in an attractive form and giving information about 
the class, is sent to all on the mailing list. In this 
way the class as a whole is kept informed of what is 
going on and of the progress being made on the year’s 
objectives. Also twice’‘each year every ‘man onthe 
mailing list is visited at his home, and the visitor is 
instructed to confine the conversation to class subjects 
and to be certain that the one visited is told about 
what the class is doing and is urged to take a larger 
part in the work. Of course all suggestions secured 
as to how to make the class work more effective are 
brought back to the Executive Committee for con- 
sideration. 

To give definiteness to its activities, and to set a 
goal, the class establishes each year a “Program of 
Work.” The several points in the program are kept 
before the class, and systematically mention is made 
of the progress attained toward accomplishing each. 
The “Program of Work” for the 1931-32 season jis: 


1. To continue our study of the Bible. The class was 
organized for study of the Bible; and it adheres strictly 
to its purpose. The only lure held out is the attraction 
of the Bible. 


2. To have the church auditorium filled with men at 
the class sessions held during the year. The auditorium 


seats only 340. Last year our average attendance each 
Sunday was 263.4 men. 
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3. To carry on a special automobile service for those 
who otherwise cannot attend the class. 


4. To continue the development of our Men’s Chorus. 
5. To administer the Emergency Fund of the class. 


6. To establish permanent office headquarters for the 
class. ‘ 

7. To encourage attendance in the Sunday-school, the 
Men’s Bible Class again offers to reward in some tangible 
way every. boy or young man who attends his class with- 
out an absence from October, 1931, to June, 1932, in- 
clusive. 

8. To underwrite the expense (up to $100) of the 1932 
Summer Bible School for children in the neighborhood. 

To erect in the hallway of the church a bulletin 
boasé for class and church notices. 

10. To contribute $100 to our own church in appre- 
ciation of its generous support of the class. 

To hold during the year two worth-while socials 
for ‘the men of the class, and. their friends. 

12. To conduct .a picnic for the men_of the class, their 
families, and. for all. connected with the church, 


13. To contribute $50 to the American Bible Society. 


14. To contribute $50 to the Hebrew Christian Center 
of Boston: 

15. To carry on special automobile service for aged 
members and others who cannot come easily to church 
services. 


16. To prepare _ way to put the class session pro- 
grams ‘“‘on the air 


One other fact dice the business methods employed 
is that the class strives never to deviate from its defi- 
nite purpose, that is, to study the Bible. Therefore, 
no outside speakers are permitted. No notices of spe- 
cial gatherings, aside from those of the class or of 
the church are presented, and no solicitation of any 
nature is made, irrespective of its worthiness. A vol- 
untary collection is taken up at each class session. But 
men are told frankly that the purpose of the class is 
for study, and they are just as welcome whether they 
put anything into the collection or not. In passing, 
it can be said that the collection,each Sunday morn- 
ing averages 11.7 cents per man and that each year 
the class has carried out every one of the objectives 
on its “Program of Work” for that year. The 
Emergency Fund mentioned in the “Program of 
Work” for this year is a sum of $1,000 which has 
been built up and used for the «assisting of men con- 
nected with the class who have fallen into financial 
Straits. 

And so this Men’s Bible Class grows; and, we hope, 
will continue to grow.; 

How much good the class has done there is no way 
of measuring. Men have joined the First Presbyterian 
Church of Quincy and other evangelical churches be- 
cause of the class; many others have rededicated their 
lives to Jesus Christ and now are. doing better work 
for him; hundreds of homes have been made happier 
because the men in them are living new lives. There 
can be no question that whersoever the Bible is pre- 
sented faithfully God will use that presentation in 
his own way for ‘his own glory. 


Quincy, Mass. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times 323-327 North* Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphi or addresses or identity will be 
published in » The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply. indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 





Dear Mother Ruth: I have been saved just a little over 
three years. I have been marvelously blessed with real 
true blue friends, and with all the tenfporal and spiritual 
blessings that a girl’s heart could desire, with a good 
position in a large business house in, this city. In the 
evenings I am studying the’ Bible in a Bible school. 

One day, about a year after my conversion, I dedicated 
my life to the Lord to be used of him in whatever way 
he -leads.. About this same time I wag put in close con- 
tact with those who were on fire for souls and who had a 
missionary world vision. God used these dear ones in a 
wonderful way to help establish and ground me in. the 
faith. As I came to know the Lord Jesus more fully and 
study his Word, I desired more than anything else in the 
world to be a soul winner for him. I have been deeply 
moved for the millions on the other side who have never 
heard of our Saviour. Every missionary paper that I read 
and every sermon seemed to increase the desire in my 
heart to serve him in a foreign land. 

How can I be absolutely sure that this is God’s will for 
me, and how can I be assured of the particular place in 
which he would have me serve? I shall be very grateful 
for any help you can give me-—AN INTERESTED READER. 

AR GIRL: I am so glad for your dedication 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and that you are will- 
ing to go anywhere he wants you to go. So. glad that 
you have found “the pearl of great price” and are 














































































































Lesson for October 18 


ready to serve. That you have been attracted to the 
foreign field is not surprising, for you will remember 
Christ’s words—‘“Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 
But all the world means not: only those who sit in 
darkness in heathen lands, but also those who are about 
you where you are, for they are a part of the world. 
I know in business you have to be careful not to 
offend those for whom you are working, but the 
strongest testimony can come from the life, without 
the spoken word. You can preach the loudest when 
you are the quietest. All your actions can represent 
Him and testify. to a power that controls and keeps 
and makes you different, because of the indwelling 
Spirit from above. You will find God will not move 
you on until you have finished the work he has for 
you to do right where you are. In Acts 1:8 the Lord 
Jesus told the disciples they should be witnesses for 
him in Jerusalem, in Judza, in Samaria, and then he 
placed last the “uttermost part of the earth.” Begin 
right where you are to be a witness for him, under his 
direction, and accept this training so that he may. fit 
you for all the days to come, and be able to show you 
the next step. Be wise and “wait upon the Lord” 
continually, so that he can tell you when the time 
comes, where you are to work in life’s harvest field. 

The greatest joy comes from being continually led 
of.the Lord; it is so human to want to peer into the 
future and see what is going to happen, and just 
where your future work will be. But if we are to do 
the will of the Lord Jesus Christ, we must take our 
hands off and follow a step at a time, wait upon him, 
and get so well acquainted with him that it will be 
impossible to move until the light of Jesus Christ 
makes the way so plain that we shall hear his voice 
telling us, “This is the way, walk ye in it” (Isa. 
30:21). Don’t choose. Leave the choosing to your 
Lord, for he knows just where he wants you to go 
and where you may have the best training for the 
work of your life. And when the right moment comes 
you will see it all so clearly and the path will be 
plain, because he will go before you. “Wait patiently 
for him” and do not get your mind on any particular 
country until God ‘gives you light. Satan will try 
to put you into confusion, as he loves to do, but fix 
your eyes on your Lord, and wait for him to guide 
you, while you are true and faithful in the place 
where you are. The world around you needs you 
sorely, and the lost ones in your business place are 
as dear to the heart of the Shepherd as those who 
are in China, India, or any other country. Pray much 
to know how to be as wise as a serpent and harmless 
as a deve so that you will be able to win souls for 
him. Get your full instructions from him, and you 
cannot go astray in judgment or love. Keep looking 
up, be willing to follow, and be assured he will make 
no mistake. 





Dear Mother Ruth: I am a teacher in our Sunday-school 
and am anxious to serve the Lord to the best of my abil- 
ity. Here is my.problem. My pastor and his family in- 
dulge in every sort of worldly pleasure. I have just fin- 
ished reading Mr. Trumbull’s article on “Four Secrets 
of a Spirit-Filled Sungay School.” I know I am saved and 
sound, but how can I be surrendered, separated, and 
Spirit-filled under these circumstances? On one occasion 
our pastor’s wife said she did not care who knew she 
smoked, and I am sorry to admit that through her ex- 
ample I also started to smoke. I have obtained victory 
over this, and will never do it again, but I do not know 
where to draw the line. 

How can I know what is. right and what is wrong? And 

what is more important, how can I teach separation to my 
class when they have this condition existing in the church? 
Am I a prude? I do not want to judge anyone. God 
knows the pastor’s heart and why he does these things, 
but I have been wondering which course I should pursue: 
leave this church, or take a firm stand for what I feel is 
right and stay there. 
Can Christians be of any help to others if they indulge 
in theater-going, cards, dancing, smoking, -and so on? 
Please try to help me. I am very unhappy about it all. 
I have been a Christian for just a few years and our pas- 
tor has been in the service so long that I wonder if I am 
doing right to raise a question of this sort. 

I thank God for The Sunday School Times. I read every 
line and receive much help, Thank you for your kindness 
and willingness to help others —A PUZZLED TEACHER. 


MY‘ DEAR GIRL: That dear old twelfth chapter 
of Romans is the answer to many such problems 
as yours, Take the first verse, and let us read it to- 
gether, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” We can’t stop there, can we? 
Let us go on with the second verse, “And be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that -ye ma: prove what_ is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
No suggestion of taking a pastor as. your pattern, is 
there? No, we are to present ourselves te God, and 
we are not to conform ourselves to worldliness, 


but we are to be “transformed,” and to mind 
of Christ, and find out his will, and ae Se min’ 


live. You must learn to take only the 
as your pattern and example, and live by his will and 


It is indeed sad that you have had such am: 
from those who should set you a pattern wich to 
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his leading. The world today would tear us away 
from all that is pure and holy, to serve it with all of 
its defilement of the flesh, and soul. 

How can you “know what is right and wrong”? 
Only by keeping close to him. He will teach you his 
ways, so that you will feel the slightest contact with 
sin. The very thought of a woman smoking fills me 
with disgust, and I feel that every one of us as women 
should show our colors by taking a very decided stand 
against it. That a woman will bring upon the future 
generation the ill effect of this debasing habit is enough 
in itself to make us take a positive stand against the 
filthy habit. I wish you would send to the National 
Temperance Society, 289 Fourth Avenue, New York 
City, and get a leaflet called “Why Girls Should Not 
Smoke,” by Dr. D. H. Kress, who is connected with 
the Washington Sanitarium and Hospital, Washing- 
ton, D. C. And send to Richard J. James, 10-12 Ivy 
Lane, Paternoster Row, London, Eng., for “Girls and 
Smoking,” by Alexander Stewart of London, It will 
pay you~to read both of these leaflets. 

“Are you a prude,” you ask. No, my dear girl, 
kneel down and thank God he is showing you the real 
and, living way, and ask him to lead you along the 
narrow way to life eternal. Don’t, I beg of you, 
turn yourself away from the Spirit who is showing 
you the path to take. Too many of our women. are 
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losing themselves in the drift of the day, and losing 
their womanliness and their purity by allowing them- 
selves to be caught in the whirlpool of indulgences of 
the flesh, and we are all ‘suffering from the change 
that has come about. Paul tells us so plainly that 
we are to “come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 
the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor. 6:17, 18). 

God’s Word calls us so clearly to draw near to him, 
and to overcome all the sins of the world and to for- 
sake the things that drift into the sins which grieve 
him, and which separate us from him. Dancing, 
cards, and theaters all come under this same. heading. 
They are not of God for “whatsoever is not of faich 
is sin” (Rom. 14:23). Then in 1 Corinthians 10: 31 
we read, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or what- 
soevef ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 

Make your life tell for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
by giving your all to him and following him all the 
way. Take your eyes off of man, and place them on 
him, and you will realize the blessedness of the sur- 
rendered life. Keep clear of all that is of the world, 
and bask in the fullness of what he has for you. Let 
me know how you grow in grace. It will help you if 
you will read and digest the fifteenth chapter of John. 








God’s Care in 


A true story of the Great War 











the Trenches 
By Harry A. Doll 














N OCTOBER 11, 1918, I was one of about one 
QO hundred and ten men in an infantry company 

waiting to go into action. We had come to a 
halt in a narrow valley between the two completely 
destroyed cities of Brabant and Samogneaux, just 
north of Verdun. 

We had crossed the Meuse River on a pontoon 
bridge the night before, just before it was destroyed 
by shell fire. This cut off our food and water supply. 
Many of us went back to the river to fill our canteens 
during the night, when we felt our officers weren't 
around, for we were forbidden to drink this river 
water because of the gas shells that fell into it. It 
also contained many bodies of our soldier dead. But 
parched lips are not particular if they are parched 
long enough. We found it even more difficult to get 
water a couple of days later, and we went so far as 
to moisten our lips with dew from shrubbery leaves 
in the morning. 

For days we had nothing but cold food and- not 
enough of that, as we tramped many seemingly end- 
less miles. We carried a pebble in our mouth to help 
keep it moist. 

But my story is not to be of my hardships. Neither 
is it to be told to convince readers of any personal 
heroism. I may be wrong, but I feel most people 
can endure-hardship when they have to, and many peo- 
ple become heroic when driven to it by circumstances. 
It is said that when a person is really seasick they 
no longer worry about the boat sinking. 
fear it won't. One doesn’t mind dying when life 
seems to offer only suffering. 

And so it was with me that day. i saw many splen- 
did specimens of young manhood torn and lifeless all 
around me. Many of these were Austrians and Ger- 
mans as well as comrades of my own division, who 
had taken that area the day before. 

I just felt that soon I’d be resting, too, and no 
longer tired and hungry. I wondered what position 
I would fall into when I-fell. Backwards? Perhaps, 
because the weight of the pack on my back would pull 
my body that way. The joints in my knees would 
also facilitate my falling backward. Well, that was 
one consolation, I’d not be a good looking corpse if 
I fell forward, face downward in the mud. In death 
I wanted to look up—“With face to the sky and 
ed raised high,” a mortal poem, clothed in “olive 

rab. 

I was not afraid. Night marching, blood, mud, rain, 
hunger, and thirst had banished all fear. Many of us 
were almost sure this would be the last battle — for 
us. We were going “over the top” soon, without ar- 
tillery or aircraft support. It was to be a “surprise 
attack” on the Prussian Guards in the woods on top 
of a hill. They had held this territory for almost four 
years. 

I was told my captain wanted me. I couldn’t under- 
stand why. I walked down the road where he stood 
talking to two lieutenants and three sergeants. 

_ “We go over at eleven, sharp,” he said. “Synchron- 
ize your watches with mine and then go back and get 
your men ready.” 

The rest departed and I stood a while, not having 
amy men to get ready. But the captain turned to me 
and said, “You're taking half of the Second Platoon.” 
I now had about thirty-five men. 


They only’ 


When my own sergeant had been sent back to die 
in more quiet surroundings I did not think I would 
have to take his place. 

And so I walked back to my friends with a heavy 

heart. I expected to take orders in this battle only 
to find I would have to give them. I then became 
frightened. How could I stand the responsibili ies 
that were soon to be mine? I had never led these 
men, even on a drill field. Suppose I led them all to 
their. death. Why did the captain “pick on” me, any- 
way? - 
I tried to tell them all what we were going to. do, 
but I was speechless. I stood before them, but--the 
words would not leave my mouth. I couldn’t speak. 
I felt weak. What could I do? 

I walked away. The minutes were passing, the’ time 
was getting near. I then reached in my upper left 
hand pocket and took out a little prayer book. I was 
going to give God a chance. [I opened this little book 
that was sént:to me by my own Lutheran church, and 
found a prayer “for soldiers before a battle.” It was 
a short prayer. It was just as well, as I did not 
have much time. First turning my face skyward, I 
then looked down and read these words: 

“Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. 
bountifully with me, thy servant. Amen.” 

The words of that prayer will always be with me. 

It was answered immediately. The burden was lifted. 
I had felt that I was in the yoke alone, but now I 
had help. I was given then and there the assurance 
that I would be protected and live through that day. 
And avhat a day that was! But all through it I was 
cool, collected, and unafraid. 

At the time I spoke to the Lord I am not sure that 
I knew that I uttered the words of our Lord Jesus on 
the cross, though I did know “they were taken from 
the New Testament. 

Of late years I have been thinking how strange it 
is that when the Saviour said, “Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit,” he died. He received death. 
When I uttered those same words in time of need, I 
lived, I received life. Suppose he had not received 
death ? 

We can rejoice in having a God who knows What 
death is. He died to give life, and to be sure that 
all can have it. He does not make any of us pay 
for it. It is a gift from himself and he paid for it. 

I’m not going to suggest to the Editor that he close 
with any choice verse of Scripture of mine, but I be- 
lieve if I were the Editor I would put at the end of 
this little story these words: 

“Because I live, ye shall live also.” 

DeEnviLtez, N. J. 


Deal 


+ 


w 


Oh, the simplicity of God’s way of salvation! It 
is not “whosoever believeth. in Jesus, and gives up his 
sins”; nor “whosoever believeth in Jesus, and acts up 
to it”; nor “whosoever believeth in Jesus, and holds 
on to the end.” Thank God, it is “whosoever believeth 


in Jesus.” Scripture teaches that salvation is by grace, 
through faith, “not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
“To him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for right- 
eousness.”—Alexander Marshall, 
endar. 


in the Keswick Cal- 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 17 : 1-15; 1 Thessalonians 2 : I-12 
Golden Text.—Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.—Psalm 119 : 18 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is Acts 


Kine James VERSION 


Acts 17: 1° Now when they had passed 
through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 
came to Thessalonica, where was a syna- 
gogue of the Jews: 


5 But the Jews which believed not, 
moved with envy, took unto them certain 
lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gath- 
ered a company, and set all the city on an 
uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, 
and sought to bring them out to the peo- 
ple. 


6 And when they found them not, they 
drew Jason and certain brethren unto the 
rulers of the city, crying, These that have 
turned the world upside down are come 
hither also; 


7 Whom Jason hath received: and these 
al! do contrary to the decrees of Cesar, 
saying that there is another king, one 
Jesus. ‘ 


8 And they troubled the people and the 
rulers of the city, when they heard these 
things. 


9 And when they had taken security of 
Jason, and of the other, they let them go. 

10 And the brethren immediately sent 
away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: 
who coming thither went into the syna- 
gogue of the Jews. 


17:1, 5-11; 1 Thess. 2: 7-12 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 17:1 Now when they had passed 
through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 
came to Thessalonica, where was a syna- 
gogue of the Jews: 5 But the Jews, be- 
ing moved with jealousy, took’“unto them 
certain vile fellows of the rabble, and gath- 
ering a crowd, set the city on an uproar; 
and assaulting the house of Jason, they 
sought to bring them forth to the people. 
6 And when they found them not, they 
dragged Jason and certain brethren be- 
fore the rulers of the city, crying, These 
that have turned ‘the world upside down 
are come hither also; 7 whom Jason hath 


received: and these all act contrary to the 


decrees of Czsar, saying that there is an- 
other king, one Jesus. 8 And they trou- 
bled the multitude and the rulers of the 
city, when they heard these things. 9 
And when they had taken security from 
Jason and the rest, they let them go. 

10 And the brethren immediately sent 
away Paul and Silas by night unto Bercea: 
who when they were come thither went 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
11 These were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so. 


t Thess. 2:7 But we were gentle 
among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her 
children : 


8 So being affectionately desirous of 
you, we were willing to have imparted 
unto you, not the gospel of God only, 
but also our own souls, because ye were 
dear unto us. 


¢ For ye remember, brethren, our labour 
and travail: for labouring night and day, 
because we would not be chargeable unto 
any of you, we preached unto you the 
gospel of God. 

10 Yetare witnesses, and God also, how 
holily and justly and unblameably we be- 
haved ourselves among you that believe: 

-1r1 As ye know how we exhorted and 
comforted and charged every one of you, 
as a father doth his children, 

12 That ye would walk worthy of God, 
who hath called you unto his-kingdom and 
glory. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
into the synagogue ofthe Jéws. 11 Now 
these were more noble than those in Thes- 
salonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, examining the 
scriptures daily, whether these things were 
so. 


1 Thess. 2:7 But we were *gentle in 
the midst of you, as when a nurse cher- 
isheth her own children: 8 even so, be- 
ing affectionately desirous of you, we were 
well pleased to impart unto you, not the 
3 gospel of God only, but also our own 
souls, because ye were become very dear 
to us. 9 For ye remember, brethren, our 
labor and travail: working night and 
day, that we might not burden any 
of you, we preached unto you the 
8S gospel of God. 10 Ye are witnesses, 
and God also, how holily and righteously 
and unblameably we behaved ourselves 
toward you that believe: 11 as ye know 
how we dealt with each- one of you, as a 
father with his own children, exhorting 
you, and encouraging you, and testifying, 
12 to the end that ye should walk worthily 
of God, who ‘calleth you -into his own 
kingdom and glory. 

1Gr., the inhabited earth. 4 Most 
of the ancient authorities read babes. 

Comp. 1 Cor. 14:20: *Gr., Good 

tidings. *Some ancient ‘authorities 

read célled.'° — fe 



















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 
O TEACH the scholars to search the Scrip- 
tures for themselves. In connection with this 
Practical Aim I may perhaps be allowed to men- 
tion the work of the Berean Band. This is an or- 
ganization affording a simple plan of familiarizing 
people with the Bible. The plan is that you learn 
each week one verse of the Bible with its reference. 
The reference is the important thing because when 
this is properly known you can at any time turn to 
the verse in your Bible and find it. So many of us 
have a general knowledge ofthe Bible but it is vague 
and therefore largely useless. An interesting variation 
of the plan is to learn the verses in different 
in which one may be studying. The Berean Band may 
be addressed at Dawson Lodge, 30 Woodville Gardens, 
Ealing, London, W. C. 5, England, or in America, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
The Historical Setting 
The visit to Berea followed immediately after the 
missionaries had left Thessalonica. The distance 


would make it a matter of probably fully two days’ 
journey. - 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 17:1.—Amphipolis. This town was situated 
on the river Strymon about three miles from the 
sea. The town is built on a terraced hill. It forms 
a conspicuous landmark, and from this it probably 
gets its name: amphi means “around.” Amphipolis 
is the city that is visible all. around. Its earliest 
name was Nine Ways. It seems to have been originally 
a colony founded by Athens, 437 B.C. When Philip 
was king of Macedonia it passed under his ‘sway. 
Apollonia lay about thirty miles from Amphipolis and 
thirty-eight from Thessalonica. Its name is preserved 
in the modern Pollina. 

Thessalonica is the well-known modern Saloniki. 
It stands at the head of the large gulf which takes 
its name from the.city. The gulf and its recesses 
form an admirable natural harbor. The ancient name 
of the town was Therme from the hot mineral springs 
which existed in the neighborhood. The gulf was 
then called the Thermaic gulf. The new name was 
probably given to the city about 315 B. C. when it 
was greatly enlarged and rebuilt. The Romans built 
docks here, and the great Egnatian way traversed 
the city from west to east. In the second civil war 
Thessalonica espoused the cause of Antony and Oc- 
tavian. After these had won their victory at Philippi 
over Brutus and Cassius, which paved the way for 
the formation of the Empire, Thessalonica received 
the privilege of becoming a free city. This privilege 
implied .autonomy. This accords with the reference 
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to the people (17:5). It also gave the citizens the 
power of appointment of their own magistrates who 
were termed rulers of the city (17: 6-8) 

_ Verse 5.—Lewd fellows of the baser sort. Literally, 
“evil men of the market places.” In every country 
town the market place is the nattital ‘resort’ of the 
idlers and loafers. ° : 

Gathered a company — got together a mob. 

Jason. This was a favorite Greek name, but it was 
also frequently used by Jews as -the equivalent of 
Joshua or Jesus. In Romans 16:21 Paul mentions 
Jason and Sosipater as his kinsmen. This may be 
the same as the Jason here, and the identification is 
made rather more probable by the Sosipater being the 
Sopater of Berea (Acts 20:4). If that identification 
is correct then this Jason was a Jew. 

Verse 6.—The rulers of the city. The Greek term 
was-politarch, and this title, which Luke uses here, 
has been found in an inscription on an arch at Saloniki. 
Curiously enough three of the names that occur here 
or in the Epistles as companions of Paul are also in 
the same inscription. These are Sosipater, Secundus, 
and: Gaius. I need scarcely add that these names do 
not refer to the same individuals as those mentioned 
in the Bible. ‘ : 

These that have turned the world upside down. 
The words presuppose some rumor of Christianity 
and its spread having already reached the townspeople 
of Thessalonica. 





Right Side Up 
By Amos R. Wells 


Yyourp you like toturn the world upside down? 

Would you like to shake the country and 
the town? Méen’s ideas and men’s fears and the 
gloom of mortal years, would you like to turn them 
all upside down? Would you like to turn the 
world right side up? ‘Would you pour the wine of 
life in every cup? All the terror and the wrong, 
would you change them into song? Would you 
like to turn the world right side up? There is one 
and only way, known to Paul. Christ can cure the 
ills of earth, cure them all. From the wretchedness 
of hell, out of Satan’s horrid spell, there is one and 
only way, known to Paul. He will bid you search 
the Word, search it well. All the cure of human 
ills it can tell. For the tortures we endure it 
prescribes the certain cure. Like the Christians of 
Berea search it well. He will bid you find in 
Christ all your loss. He will bid you seek the 
safety of the cross. He will point to wretched men 
life and strength and joy again. Paul will bid you 
find in Christ all your loss, 
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Verse 7.—These all do. All these people, Chris- 
tians wherever they are found. A ‘wider acquaintance 
is shown with the belief of Christians than extended 
merely to Jason and his friends. Note the basis of 
the accusation, 

(1) Its.exaggeration of. fact. e 


(2) That the charge is not made on religious 
grounds but for disturbance and treason. If a charge 
had been made on religious ground the Jews might 
very well have created difficulties for themselves. 

Verse 9.—When they had taken security. They 
bound over Jason and the rest to take care that no 
more trouble was caused by these men. The brethren 
had to become sureties and perhaps to deposit a sum 
of money as well. . Ramsay thinks that the existence 
of this bond with its deposit of money was the reason 
that prevented Paul from visiting Thessalonica again 
— he speaks of Satan hindering him (1 Thess. 
2:18). 

Verse 10.—Sent away Paul and Silas by - night. 
They were sent away in accordance with the bond 
into which the brethren had entered with the authori- 
or and by night in order to avoid the notice of the 
mob. 

Berea. This town was situated about fifty miles 
southwest’ of Thessalonica. The old name still sur- 
vives in the modern Verria. 


1 Thess. 2:7—We were gentle among you. 
were mild in the midst of you. ‘Fhat is, in our con- 
verse with you. There seems also to be an allusion 
to Paul having been, as we say, one of themselves. 
He had not lifted himself above them. The true mis- 
sionary must never work with,a lofty patronizing man- 
ner. He must get right down alongside of the people 
to whom he goes. So only can he follow the example 
of his Lord (cf, Luke 15:1). 

Her children—‘“Her own children.’ The word 
translated nurse means one who suckles her children. 

Verse 8—We were willing, literally, “We were 
delighted.” 

To have imparted. The comparison is very tender 
and beautiful. As the nursing mother cherishing her 
children delights to give not only her milk but her 
very life for them, so these missionaries bringing up 
the converts as their spiritual children delight in giving 
not only “the sincere milk of the word” (1 Pet. 2:2) 
but their own lives for the nourishment of these new 
disciples in Christ. All through this part of his tour 
Paul’s life was continually in peril. , 

Because ye were dear, literally, “because ye became 
dear.” 

Verse 9.—Labouring, that is, at making tent cloth 
(Acts 18:3). ; 

Night and day. For a time which was relatively 
short yet was more than three weeks (Acts 17: 2). 

Verse 10.—Ye are witnesses. They could judge of 
the outward appearance. And God also. God alone 
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Lesson for October 18 


foward God. Justly. Toward man: Unblameably. 
he whole resultant character of the ministry among 
you that believe. The point of these words seems to 
be that they imply “whatever we may have seemed to 
unbelievers.” 


Verse 11.—E-xhorted. The word is thé one from 
which paraclete is derived. It suggests one coming 
alongside of a person to help him. 

Comforted. The compound Greek verb suggests 
comforting one by telling him a story. Here, of 
course, it would be the story of the Lord Jesus. 

Charged. Testified (cf. Acts 14:22). A solemn 
warning of the inevitableness of tribulation. 


Verse 12—That ye would walk worthy of God. This 
is the object of the exhortation—that they might 
bear up under trouble and persecution. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The opened Book. 
2. The opened minds. 
3. The opened hearts. 


Golden Topics 

1. “The entrance of thy words giveth light” (Psa. 
119:130). The Jews at Berea received special com- 
mendation because they were willing to search the 
Scriptures. They had not the closed mind of prejudice 
so that they would not listen at all to what the mis- 
sionaries said, nor on the other hand were they cred- 
ulously ready to accept any new thing. They exercised 
their own judgment in the matter. They did their 
own thinking. Paul affirmed that Jesus was the Mes- 
siah, the Christ. He claimed that the Old Testament 
prophecies of the Christ were fulfilled in Jesus of 
Nazareth. These Jews turned to their own Scriptures 
from which Paul quoted to see if he were correct. It 
is, not surprising that Luke adds, “Therefore many 
of them believed” (Acts 17:12). 

One chief aim of teachers must always be to seek 
to get scholars to search for themselves. We do not 
want them to’ accept things merely on our authority, 
for some day they may meet some one who strikes 
them as knowing more than we do, and our authority 
will be a thing of the past. We want to get them to 
- go to the Word of God for themselves. The Spirit 
of God uses the Word that he himself has given. The 
Word of God is the only means by which we can find 
out about God or Christ. No one knows anything 
certain beyond what is written in the Book. Let us 
strive to make our scholars grow up to be men and 
women of the Book. It is lack of Bible knowledge 
that makes Christians ready victims of. the errors of 
the day. 

2. The pattern missionaries. As remarked in the 
“Verse by Verse,” Paul and his friends got down 
among the Thessalonians. This is what we call mak- 
ing contacts. And this is what we teachers too must 
do if we are really to win our boys and girls for 
Christ. We need to get to know them not only in 
school, but at home, and if possible at work. It is 
when we have learned t6 impart not only the Word 
but ourselves also that we shall really begin to in- 
fluence them for God. This kind of service is costly. 
It costs time and care and energy. It is exacting both 
on body and soul. It can only be done as the teacher 
himself learns to take up the cross and follow Christ. 
I, may also add that this service will go a very long 
way to settle that perennial difficulty of Sunday-school 
work, the discipline. If the teacher knows his boys 
as personal friends they are not likely to be so trouble- 
-some in class, and if he knows them with friendly 
intimacy he also will be able to understand them bet- 
ter.and not to make mistakes in judging or in dealing 
with them. 

Tunsripce WELts, Enc. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


‘The method of providing these questions is an_ unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ipg pecans. ’They are written by several members of 
e 
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owe judge the inner heart of the man. Holily. 


unday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 

tton, Mrs, Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 

Editor of the Times, Mr.-Lane. Have you tried assign- 

ing some of the questions to different members of -your 

class, letting..them = see whether they can discover the 
ans @ay given in the following issue? 


W HO composed. Paul’s thissionary “party” as they 
arrived in Europe? 

2. When did Luke leave the party? 

4. What indicates the possibility that Luke either lived 
at -Philippi, or was frequently there? 

‘4: How many Jewish converts are named, made during 
Paul’s missionary journeys in Acts 13 through 17? How 
many from the Gentiles? 

5. What words of our Lord’s own are very like those 
recorded in Acts 17: 2, 3? 

6. Where do we find a fair summary of the difficulties 
Paul labored ‘against? : 

7. What effect did opposition and persecution seem to 
have upon Paul? 

8. Is there in the record any. note of discouragement on 


the part of Paul, or any abatement of his enthusiasm 
for the “Gospel of Christ’? 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Rom. 15: 18-21 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
3. October 18.—Paul in Thessalonica and Bercea. 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. 2: 1-12 
. October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18: 1-173 1 Cor. 13 
November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
Gal, 5 : 13-26; Rom. 13: 1-14 
. November 8.—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11 
. November 15.—Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 21:17 to 23 : 30 
. November 22.—Paul in. Rome. Acts 25 : 1-12; 28 : 16-30. 
9. November 29.—Paul’s Letter to Philemon. ....Philemon 
10. December 6.—Roine and Beyond. 
Romans 15 : 22-29; 2 Timothy 4 : 6-18; Titus fr : 5-16; 3 : 11-14 
11. December 13.—John’s Vision on Patmos. 
Revelation 1:1 to 3:22 
12. December 20.—The Supreme Gift of Love. 
(Christmas Lesson.) 1 John 4: 7-19 
13. December 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Europe. 
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9. Is there any reason why, in. the present situation, 
Christians should be discouraged in their strivings for 
the advancement of the cause of Jesus Christ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


“ 
The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Birds.”—Certain lewd fellows of the baser 
sort (Acts 17:5). Almost every town has its share 
of this sort. They are the “tough birds,” and if we 
Aduit Bible Class folks are really on the job these 
are the quail, a. grouse, wild ducks we are 
to “gun for.” If you are a disciple of good old Izaak 
Walton you can change the metaphor to suit and. do 
so with great appropriateness, for among these fel- 
lows of the baser sort are slippery eels, horning cat- 
fish, sting’ rays, mud turtles, and many another! These 
like the birds, you will find “mighty good eatjn’” 
after: you have caught them and ‘prepared them prop- 
erly. These two similes have different slants and “you 
pays your money and takes your choice,” as the side- 
walk merchant bellows. (Matt. 13:32; Mark 1:17.) 
Some twenty years ago this town.of Coatesville was 
about the “wettest” place on the globe. One Sunday 
night when the decent people were at church the town 
was disgraced by certain lewd fellows of the baser 
(basest) sort, mostly drunken big boys. They dragged 
a wounded colored man, who had on the. Saturday 
night before, when drunk, shot a policeman when that 
officer undertook to arrest him, and lynched this 
colored man in a most horrible way. The disgraceful 
affair led to a revival in the American Salvation Army 
and the “lewd fellows,” the leaders — were converted 
and confessed. The town rose up and the saloons 
were closed, and Coatesville became “bone dry” long. 
before the Eighteenth Amendment. The town got a 
hard crack that August night in 1911, but the “tough 
birds” were “caged” by the churches and have been 
“canaries” ever since. I am reminded I started out 
the birds as “quail” and now wind ‘up as “canaries.” 
But isn’t that the way of it— we start in chirping 
“bobwhite” and wind up warbling melodies. 


The Turnover.—These that have turned the world 
upside down are come hither also (v. 6). The side 
of the world that happened to be “up” just then was 
a side whose only proper place was “down,” yes, away 
down, if that is where the “place” is located! (Luke 
16: 23.) This “upside down” phrase is a happy one. 
There is nothing in the world that so changes intel- 
lectual, material, and spiritual values as the religion 
of Jesus Christ. As I write this sentence it sounds 
so true and trite I feel like rubbing it out as just a 
space-wasting commonplace. Only yesterday in Africa 
they were naked, houseless, and full of alf*sorts of 
deviltries of which the “red sunsets” (wholesale mur- 
ders) were the crowning horrors of wickedness. Then 
came, after two years of “boring in,” a little Scotch- 
man named Dan Crawford. Behold what you see 
today and tomorrow and future days: cosy homes, 
good up-to-date clothes, crowded churches, read their 
Bibles in their own tongue under electric lights. Per- 
haps if you should drop your airplane at Luanza and 
step out and visit the city (they’d call it a city in 
some states) as you pass along the lighted and well 
cared for streets you would hear music — familiar 
music —from piano, phonograph, and radio. Maybe 
getting the ball game scores from America! Didn't 
I hear Big Ben in London the other day, and don’t 
we talk across the sea? Dan Crawford and his like 
are getting the “Dark Continent” upside down with 
the right side up. That is to say, in certain spots 
where the Gospel of Christ has had a chafice to blos- 
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som and fruit.’ This sanie upside down movement is 
an old one here in the U. S. A., and I have been a 
happy victim of it for years. You have heard of my 
Rock Run Mission, yes? When in the years gone by, 
the drinking dad has become a new creation in Christ 
Jesus, his long neglected and suffering family has had 
one of the purtiest upside down turnovers you have 
ever seen. New clothes, full tummies, “see my new 
shoes!’ years younger mother, life worth livin’!” Then 
the whole family is packed up and moved down town 
on the good old Prosperity Gospel Wagon. And the 
dear old school never gets any bigger — my success is 
my undoing! (2 Cor. 5: 17.) 


“Holdin’ Hands.”—Being affectionately desirous of 
you, we were well pleased to impart unto you, not the 
gospel of God only, but also our own souls (1 Thess. 
2:8, R. V.). The other day I[-heard a teacher from 
a theological seminary give the qualifications that made 
a successful minister. He gave the same old list. 
When the meeting was over I went to him and gave 
him a most important qualification he did not have 
on his list and suggested he put it at the top at once. 
One of the very biggest paper makers in the world 
is Jacob Kindleberger of Kalamazoo, “Uncle Jake,” 
to the trade. He gave an address for me on the four 
cylinders of business success. Hete is what he put 
first for the business man, and it goes for the preacher, 
“Be in love with your job.” Paul was in love with 
his job. If you have any doubts about it read these 
verses over and over and be convinced — Philippians 
3:8-10. As I write this note, the church to which 
I belong is out of a minister. We have many applica- 
tions. There seems to be a great restlessness in the 
profession. One minister, a supply and an evangelist, 
we had for dinner Sunday said: “It looks as though 
one half the ministers wanted to change churches and 
one half the churches wanted to changé ministers!” 
which is, of course, hyperbole. However, dur ‘investi- 
gation seems to indicate there are many ministers not 
making good. Does this Scripture indicate where the 
trouble might be? “Affectionately desirous.”- “Im- 
part unto you... our own souls.” What we need in 
church and Sunday-school are men and women with 
Uncle Jake’s “in love with the job.” When you are 
in love with a girl you like to make eight nights a 
week! Perhaps you are old-fashioned enough to “hold 
hands.” How many teachers do you know holding 
hands with the job? Here’s what I mean, as I may 
have told you before, up at Williamsport a young 
man came to Superintendent Carson and said, “If I 
dig up a class of boys will’ you. give me a place té 
teach them?” “Sure.” He. brought in six boys off 
the street. Every Saturday these boys) got a nice let- 
ter from that teacher. You bet they were there Sun- 
day. On the following Easter all six of: those boys 
joined church. That’s being in love with the job. 
That’s “holdin’ hands” —if you just get me!. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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Object Talks from Science 


‘ By Orville S. Walters 
Debartment of Bhysiolosy, and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


R. WALTERS now shares. with Mrs. Low the 
lesson department ‘Teaching by Objects,” and 
furnishes frequent lesson illustrations from the _field 
of science. Mrs.- Low’s valuable object lessons” will 
continue as heretofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ 
articles. 
Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 
1. Mest of the materials can be purchased at any large 


drug store, The other items can be readily obtained 
elsewhere. 


2. All experimental procedure should be tried before 
presenting in public to insure familiarity with results. 


3. While harmful substances have been ysed as seldom 


* possible, great caution should always be exercised in. 
e€ 


handling of all materials. 
4. The applicatigns drawn from each demonstration are 
merely suggestive ideas, which will in nearly every case 
bear further expansion at the discretion of the user. 


Material: A labeled packet containing powdered 
sulfur; matches. 

I have here a packet which I bought at the dru 
store. I asked the druggist for sulfur and he gave 
me this package. Does it really contain sulfur? 
Notice first the label. The package claims to con- 
tain sulfur. Now, let us look within. Here is a 
yellow powder which looks and smells like sulfur. 
It seems to be sulfur. I pour out a tiny heap and 
light it. It melts and burns with the blue flame and 
choking gas familiar to us all as characteristic of 
sulfur alone. It proves to be sulfur. 

In the same way, the Bible seems to be the Word 
of God by: (1) the external evidence of its history; 
and (2) the internal evidence of its contents, which 
are human, yet divine, manifold yet one, and ancient, 
yet modern. It claims to be the Word of -God by 
the testimony of the Old Testament prophets and 
prophecies, by the unity of the Old and New Testa- 
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The Golden Text in Song 





Psalm 119: 18 


ROBERT HARKNESS 
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O-pen thou mine eyes, 

















o-pen thou mine eyes, That I may behold wondrous things 
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Copyright, 1931, by Robert Harkness. 


This musical setting of the Golden Text will 


make easy the ——_ of the Text by the whole school. 
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out of thy law; that I may be-hold wondrous things out of thy law. 
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International copyright secured. 


be welcome to superintendents, as it will 
Mr. Harkness, well known 


a Home Study Correspondence Course in Sacred 


12 musical subjects, which can be of great 
song book, *‘ Harkness Gospel Songs,’’ at 


35 cents. His address is Box 204, South Pasadena, California. 








ments, and by the testimony of Christ and 
his apostles in the New Testament. It 
proves to be the Word of God in the 
experience of the individual who follows 
its guidance, and by the witness of Chris- 
tianity in all places and times. It will 
so prove itself inevitably to those who 
have “received the word with all readi- 
ness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily,” as did the Bereans. 

(Suggested by “Is the Bible the Word 
of God?” by W. Graham Scroggie.) 


LAWRENCE, KANs.» 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of, this 
department. The full list of lessons. for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


How Many Times Have You?—E-x- 
dmining the scriptures (Acts 17:11, R. 
V.). A gentleman in Bristol, in his last 
interview with George Miiller (says Dr. 
Dinsdale T. Young), said, “Excuse me, 
but how many times have you read the 
Bible through?” “Well,” George Miller 
replied, “as you ask me, I may say that 
I have read it through sixty-six times, 
and I am now going through it for the 
sixty-seventh time, and it gets more 1in- 
teresting and sweeter every time I read 
it.’ That is the testimony of all Bible 
lovers—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, 
Ohio, 


Was It a Call?—For labouring night 
and day, because we would not be charge- 
able unio any of you (1 Thess. 2:9). 
A minister of the Gospel one Sabbath 
announced to his flock that he would 
have to leave them as he was called to 
another field. “How much more salary 
do you expect to get there than here?” 
asked one of the deacons. “Three hun- 
dred dollars,” remarked the minister with 
some hesitation. “I don’t blame you for 
goin’,” remarked the deacon, who had 
been a worldly man in-his time, “but you 
should be more exact in your. language. 
That isn’t a ‘call,’ it’s a ‘raise.’ "—From 
Successful Farming. Sent -by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 





Suppose the Bible Were Gone.— Open 
thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law (Golden 
Text). A certain man dreamed that he 
went to consult his Bible and found every 
page blank. In amazement he rushed to 
his neighbor’s house, aroused him from 
his sleep, and asked to see his Bible, but 
when he brought the Book they found it 
also blank. In great consternation they 
sought other Bibles, with the same result. 
Then they said: “We will go to the li- 
braries and from great books we will 
gather the quotations of Scriptures, and 
thus remake our Bible”’ But when they 
examined all the books upon the shelves 
of all the libraries, they found that wher- 
ever a quotation of Scripture had been, 
that part of the page was blank. When 
the man awoke, his brow was cold, yet 
covered with perspiration, so great had 
been his agony during the dream. Oh! 
how dark this world would be without 
the Bible! Man would be like a wrecked 
ship dashed into mid-ocean—From The 
King’s Business. Sent by T. D. Gehret, 
Sunbury, Pa. Prize illustration, 


Twisted Scriptures.—Ojpen thou mine 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law (Golden Text). A New 
York enthusiast has a good collection of 
etchings, one of them being of the lean- 
ing tower of Pisa, which hangs over his 
writing desk. For a long time he noticed 
that it persisted in hanging crooked, de- 
spite the fact that he straightened it 
every morning. At last he spoke to 
the maid, ‘asking her if she was respon- 
sible for its lopsided condition. “Why, 
yes,” she said. “I have to hang it crooked 
to make the tower hang straight.” Even 
so, some find if necessary to twist the 
Scriptures in order to justify their own 
actions and try to make their lives appear 


right.—From “Five Thousand. Best Mod- } 


ern Illustrations,” by Hallock. Sent by 
Mrs. E. T. Landstrom, Cleveland, Ohio. 


The ‘Young Chinaman’s Discovery.— 
Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy-law (Golden 
Text).- An intelligesit young Chinaman 
came to Dr. Dean, the missionary, and 


f brought back the Bible that had been 


given him to examine. He pointed to 
some chapters he had found in it, and 
said: “You told me your book was very 
old, but look at that; you have written 
that yourself since you came here. It 
is all about Chinamen!”—From “roor II- 
lustrations,” by Webb. Sent by Mary F. 
Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. 

Is Sight the Real Test?—Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law (Golden Text). 
After listening to a Gospel address, an 
infidel asked permission to speak. Per- 
mission being given he spoke as follows: 
“Friends, I don’t believe what this man 





has said; I don’t believe in hell; I don’t 
believe in a judgment; I don’t believe in 
God; for I never saw one of them.” 
When he sat down another man arose and 
said: “Friends, you say there is a river 
not far from this place. It is untrue. 
You tell me there are trees and grass 
growing round where I am_ standing. 
That also is not true. You say there ase 
a great number of people standing here. 
Again I say that is not true. There is 
no one here save myself. I suppose you 
wonder what I am talking about, but I 
was born blind; I never saw one of you; 
and while I talk it only shows that I 
am blind, or I would not say such things. 
And you,” he said, turning to the infidel, 
“the more you talk, the more you expose 
your ignorance, because you are spir- 
itually blind. Pray that your eyes may 
be opened.”—From “The Prophetic News.” 
Sent by Mrs. Charlotte J. Newsome, 
Somerville, Mass. 





we 


From. the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that we have such examples 
as are set before us in the history of the 
early Church. We thank thee for the com- 
passion, the simplicity, the earnest self-sac- 
rifice of those who carried the message of 
the Gospel. We thank thee, too, that there 
were hearers who could hear thy voice, and 
obey it. Even so now, Lord, we pray that 
as we study or teach, we may ourselves be 
teachable, and that those who hear our 
teachings may hear with open minds, and 
open hearts, the glad story of salvation from 
the penalty and power of sin. We pray thee 
to open our eyes that we may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law, and out of thy 
holy Word from. beginning to end. We ask 
this in the name of him who is the living 
Word. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A man who often 
speaks in Christian gatherings prays be- 
fore he speaks, that the Lord may not 
only tell him what to say, but may also 
prepare those who hear to receive the 
message. Sometimes we think that the 
success of a meeting is a great deal more 
dependent on the speaker than it really 
is. Very often what is needed is a 
group of hearers who know how to hear 
the message that God is giving the 
speaker, Have you thought enough about 
that as you have listened to the sermon 
in the church? Have you realized that 
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the success of your teacher in the Sun- 
day-school often depends upon the’ kind 
of hearer you are? The teacher may ‘have 
a fine message for you, and yet by ‘the 
kind of hearing. you give to it, you can 
just spoil that message so that it means 
nothing to you. In the eleventh verse 
of the seventeenth chapter of Acts, we 
are told that the Jews in Berea were 
more noble than those in Thessalonica. 
Do you remember in what way they 
showed that? Yes, “they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so.” What a joy it 
would be to a teacher if that teacher 
knew that the class is receiving the teach- 
ing in just that way! Let us try to be 
better hearers, and better-learners. Let 
us pray that we may receive all that God 
has for us through faithful teaching, un- 
hindered by dull or careléss hearing. 





FAITHFUL fEAGHING 
BOTH NEEDED 








Lesson Hymns 
“Open My Eyes That I May See.” 
“Tell Me the Old, Old Story.” 
“Thy Word Have-I Hid in My Heart.” 
“QO How Love I Thy Law!” 
“Go to the Deeps of God’s Promise.” 
“Take Time to be Holy.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 17: 1-15. Have your 

helper draw a Good News circle 
around Philippi, and trace the travel line 
through Amphipolis and Apollonia on to 
Thessalonica, a busy commercial city, 
For Paul and Silas left the little group 
of* bélievers at Philippi, as they were 
asked to do. Perhaps Luke and Timothy 
stayed on. to tell the Good News there 
a while longer. 

At Thessalonica there was an important - 
synagogue of the Jews, and for three Sab- 
bath days Paul told the people who went 
there about the. Lord Jesus. He showed 
them that the Old Testament told. that 
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Lesson for October 18 


.the Saviour would suffer. and die and rise 
again. Then he- said ‘plainly that the ; 
Lord Jesus is the Deliverer whom Gi 

promised his people. Some believed the 
Good News. Among the believers were 
a great many Greeks who already be- 
lieved in the true God, and also many 
women of the city, besides people who 
had worshiped idols. But the rulers of 
the Jews weuld not look into their Bibles 
to see if Paul and Silas were telling the 
truth. They did not want to believe and 
they made trouble for the missionaries 
by stirring up a set of rowdies, and rais- 
ing a mob against Paul and Silas. The 
mob went to the house of Jason where 
the missionaries were staying, but they 
were not there, so the angry men ar- 
rested Jason and some other believers, 
and brought them before the rulers of 
the city. Who can tell what was said 
about the missionaries? ‘Would the Good 
News turn the world wrong side up or 
right side up?. Did the Lord Jesus or 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





PAUL IN THESSALONICA Vi BEREA 








‘| ing: days -of his life in .Rome), the’ tree 


any of his messengers teach the people 
to disobey Czsar’s laws? The rulers of 
the city no doubt knew that there was no 
truth in what the people were saying, but 
wishing to quiet the mob, these rulers 
took Jason’s promise that the mission- 
aries would not trouble the city, and let 
them go. 
‘Vhe children will enjoy talking about 
the mght journey. Perhaps some of the 
missionaries’ friends let them have horses 
on which to ride, and some of the Chris- 
tians went with them. They all got to- 
gether quietly and left in the night to 
keep the angry mob from knowing where 
they were going. 
Have a Good News circle drawn 
around Thessalonica, Paul and Silas had 
preached the Word and left a fine group 
of beliévers there. Trace the travel line 
to Berea. In Berea Paul and Silas went 
as usual to the Jewish synagogue. They 
found the Bereans very different from 
the Jews in Thessalonica. For when Paul 
and Silas began to tell the Good News, 
and to teach from the Old Testament; 
they were willing to believe and to study 
the Bible every day themselves. They 
soon learned: that the Good News which 
the missionaries told them was true, and 
many believed and were saved — both men 
and women, Jews and heathen. But when 
the Jews at Thessalonica heard of the 
great revival at Berea, they came and 
raised another mob against Paul and 
Silas. Ask the children if they remember 
that on the first missionary journey the 
Jews from Iconium followed Paul and 
Barnabas to Lystra and raised a mob and 
had Paul stoned. Tell them that these 
_unhappy people would not receive the 
Good News themselves, and they wanted 
to keep others from believing it, too. 
Paul and Silas had preached the Word 
to the Bereans. The Bereans had their 
Bibles, too, and loved to read them. Now 
the Christians sent Paul away. But Silas 
and Timothy stayed a while to help the 
Bereans in their Bible study. Draw a 
Good News circle around Berea. 
Next week we Shall find Paul in an- 
other city telling the Good News. 

Sing, “More about Jesus.” °° 


Curnton, S. C. 
‘ > ME “ 
Say, Fellows—. 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A tree. 

Discussion: What sare some of the 
things a fellow has- to face and over- 
come. today to be a Christian who pro- 
duces fruit worthy of the great: Master, 
“who hath chosen him to be a soldier’’? 
(a Tim. 2: 4.) ee 

3 CbpeeGives, Carty on! 











AY; fellows; I have. just been looking 

at a graph of Paul's’ life,t ‘made in 
the form of a tree. It-is-a sturdy look- 
ing tree. Its roots strike deep into his 
Jewish lineage; but the first three -limbs 
(the lower) of the tree, representing his 
childhood; education, youth, and» young 
manhood .are. bare of fruit, though they 
give - Peg oo ke * as iiowa, of that 
period of his life, egin owever, 
with -the - fourth: lim! eee cctien his 
conversio#. and the incidents immediately 
following, ‘and eight other limbs ranging 
to’the top (the top limb being the clos- 


is loaded with-fruit. The fruit'is pear- 
shaped, and each pear is marked by an 
important incident in the- great; apostle’s 
career. 

It is impressive to note how many in- 
cidents of dynamic importance - crowded 
themselves into*Paul’s life after his con- 
version; the nine fruit-bearing branches 
of the tree are crowded with pears — and 
every incident represented is having its 
potent influence upon the thought of the 
world today, nineteen centuries later. “I 
have chosen you, and ordained you, that 
ye should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should .remain,’ ’ said the 
Lord Jesus to his disciples (John 15: 16). 
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Paul’s fruit remains. Sixty to seventy 
generations have been nourished and re- 
freshed and inspired by that fruit; yet 
it is -undiminished, and is as sweet and 
stimulating today as it was when the 
Holy Spirit through Paul’s yielded will 
caused that fruit to grow. 

We have been studying these “fruit in- 
cidents” on Paul’s tree for the past seven 
or eight weeks, and will continue to do 
so ‘through the remaining weeks of the 
year. Last week the incidents were in 
Philippi, where there was a prison experi- 
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ence and a “jail delivery” unique in all 
history ; this week we are following Paul 
and his companions to Thessalonica and 
to Berea, where other vital things hap- 
pened. In nearly all of them there were 
cruel persecutions to be endured, bitter 
enemies to be faced, and sometimes strate- 
gic retirements to be made. And I doubt 
not the retirements, “strategic” as‘ they 
were, proved more distasteful to Paul 
than making a bold stand. 

But, fellows, this is the thing that ac- 
counts for that tree with its rich load 
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RINSO IS MARVELOUS, HARRY ! 

| NEVER.GOT SUCH SWEET, 
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40 famous washers [- 
recommend Rinso [7 
ABC. 

American Beauty 

Apex 

Automatic Queen 

Barton 

Bee-Vac -A- 

Blackstone One Minute 
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Rinso gives labor-saving suds 
in hand-power washers, tv0, 
even in hardest water, 











Easy to wash 
_this safe way 


re is as modern as your washing 
machine—and just as important for 
real snowy washes. 


“*T use Rinso in my washer. It gets 
clothes the whitest white, colored things 
nice and: bright,’’ writes Mrs. Wesley 
Valentine of ‘Seymour, Connecticut. 


** Without the help of bar soaps, chips 
or softeners I get lots of creamy, lasting 
suds,’ writes Mrs. Halbert Campbell of 
Muncie, Indiana. 


Thousands of women everywhere 
write to say how wonderful this work- 
saving laundry soap is. It’s safe—and so 
economical. Cup for cup, it gives twice 


clothes whiter 


_ without boiling 


as much suds as lightweight, puffed-up 
soaps. 
_Millions use it for tub washing, too 


Rinso is not only a modern soap—it is 
a new method in washing. Its rich suds 
loosen dirt. Safe for your finest cottops 
and linens, This scrubless way saves 5 the 
clothes; spares the hands. 


Great for all cleaning. Makes greasy, & 


sticky dishes smooth and shining in no 
time. Get the BIG household package. 


A PRODUCT OF LEVER BROTHERS CO. 
_— CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 








1 Found in Thompson’s Chain Reference 
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“The largest club of subscribers 
I have ever had at the begin- 
ning of my club year.” 


So writes one of our club secretaries. 


And the club is indeed a large one — 
sixty-two members already. 


But this club secretary doesn’t intend 


to stop there. 


She expects a still larger group. 
HERE ([S HER LETTER :— 





“Dear Sunpay ScHOOL TIMEs: 


I thought when it came time to renew 


my club this 


ear, that on account of 


financial conditions it might fall far 


below the usual number. 


I happened 


to know of many who were affected by 
unemploymentand other circumstances. 


“The matter of renewals I made a subject 
of prayer even more than usual, for 
there seemed greater need, praying 
especially that those who ought to con- 
tinue the paper might do so and that 
others who wanted it might be enabled 
to take it. I feel the message of the 
paper is needed more than ever. 


“To my very great delight the club has 
started this year with sixty-two names, 
the largest club of subscribers I have 
ever had at the beginning of my club 


year. 


I hope to keep adding to it 


as usual throughout the year.” 


Her expectation is well founded. 


It is mot economy to be without The 
Sunday School Times when only shree 
cents a week secures itsvisit to one’s home. 


Many a club secretary, or 


individual 


subscriber can bring help and inspira- 
tion into the lives of others by secur- 
ing additions to present clubs just at this 
time, or by introducing the paper to a 
few -friends at the Get Acquainted rate 
of ten weeks for 25 cents. 








WILL YOU ask right now for enough free 


specimen copies to acquaint all the workers in your 


Sunday-school with. the Times > 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North 13th. Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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of fruit: Paul carried on, In the face of 
every discouragement he carried on. To 
be met by hostility, to be assaulted, even 
murderously stoned and left for dead, as 
at Lystra, would seem to give him an 
excuse to quit. A less determined dis- 
ciple might have said, “Well, evidently 
the Lord is showing me by these tokens 
that he wants me to quit.” Not so with 
Paul. He only accepted persecution as a 
challenge to repeat the effort. Back into 
the fight he went. My! how that stal- 
wart could take punishment! 

Fruit that remains comes through re- 
peated sacrifice, If Paul’s journeys to 
carry the message had been easy; if he 
had been met by a generous welcoming 
committee at each place, entertained in 
some comfortable home, or hotel — “room 
with bath’—delightful congregations 
pouring out to fill the synagogues, much 
handshaking and “what a beautiful ser- 
mon!” after he had spoken, many dinner 
invitations —all kinds of courtesies ex- 
tended, fresh flowers for his room each 
morning, and a mass meeting to beg him 
to remain permanently — if that had been 
the style of going around! well, you and 
I would not be discussing him today. Paul 
would have been forgotten before the sec- 
ond century was ushered in. At least thir- 
teen great Epistles would be missing from 
the New Testament. (Fourteen, if he 
wrote Hebrews, and many scholars be- 
lieve he did.) But Paul is here. He is 
more potently present in the world today 
than any living king, or president, or 
premier. He carried on, for Jesus Christ, 
in the face of superhuman opposition and 
difficulties — and continued to carry on. 

Briefly, the lesson for you and me: if 
you and I accomplish anything that will 
be of blessing to the world after we are 
dead, it will be in spite of difficulties — 
through hardship and sacrifice. Those 
things we do without struggle will either 
be hurtful or short-lived. The blessed 
fruit that remains will be put on while 
pulling against the current and not while 
drifting. So, fellows, if the thing you 
are doing for Christ’s sake seems hard; 
if you have seemed to fail or to meet 
stifling opposition, gather yourself to- 
gether and go back into the fight again 
—and the fruit—the permanent fruit 
will be borne. 


GreEnsBoro, N. C. ~ 
ye 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


BE Bee answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CurRISsTIAN YouTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue ‘of CuristrAN YoutH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
Curistian YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe Sunpay 
ScHooL TIMEs. 


If. your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers fiye or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. How many were in the group that 
journeyed.from Philippi to Thessalonica? 

2. Why may we believe that Luke was 
not in the party? 

3. What may have caused Paul to stop 


at Thessalonica rather than at Amphip- 
olis or Apollonia? 

4- What similarity is there between the 
events in this week’s lesson and the les- 
son for September 6 about Paul in Anti- 
och of Pisidia? 

5. Why did Paul leave Thessalonica 
secretly when he was not willing to do 
this at Philippi? 

6. To what did the Berean Christians 
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turn to see whether the statements made 
by Paul and Silas in their preaching 
were true? 
we 
Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
(x) Faring on with their message. 
(2) Persuading Jews. 

(3) Preaching to Gentiles. 


(4) Planting the seed in strategic cen- 
ters. 











SE the outline map of Paul’s Jour- 

J neys, planned: for the last Review, 
for this lesson, tracing with a new pencil 
line Paul’s progress, with his. missionary 
companions, as they continued to evan- 
gelize Europe. 

(1) When Paul refused a secret get- 
away from the Philippian jail, and de- 
manded legal release on the grounds of 
his and Silas’ Roman citizenship, you will 
note that they were politely (if urg- 
ently!) asked to leave that city! So, 
onward they went, entering a very stra- 
tegic seaport, Thessalonica, for their next 
point of attack. Paul believed in plant- 
ing the truth in the busy centers of popu- 
lation, knowing it would more quickly 
grow from such places than if he paused 
to teach lesser numbers along the high- 
way. Paul was city-born, and knew the 
power of city influence. 


(2) In Thessalonica Paul found a syn- 
agogue (which evidently had not been 
true in Philippi), so he worked there 
first, for three weeks’ time (daily as 
well as Sabbaths, if the frequent Jewish 
custom was followed). . Ask your girls 
to notice the verbs Luke uses to describe 
Paul’s work among his own race: he 
“reasoned” with them, “alleging” that 
Christ fitted the Old Testament proph- 
ecies,. so “persuading” them that Jesus 
of Nazareth was indeed that long-ex- 
pected Christ. Well Paul knew the bat- 
tleground of faith for his own people, 
and the point and way of attack. Your 
girls can tell you just what that chief 
point was (Acts 17:3), to see the truth 
of which those Jews must be persuaded. 


(3) But Paul always, also, preached 
Jesus as the wofld’s only Saviour, to 
Gentile listeners, some of whom had pre- 
viously become Jewish proselytes and so 
were the better prepared to receive this 
new preaching. Here we find it was a 
man, one of these “devout Greeks,” Jason, 
whose home was sheltering Paul and his 
friends in Thessalonica; but your. girls 
will notice that “not a few gentlewomen 
of high rank” accepted Paul’s Christ as 
their own. Everywhere these western 
women. opened :their hearts to this. Sav- 
iour, and what blessings he has poured 
out on them. in response ‘to their faith! 
Do your girls. realize that they are the 
recipients of those very blessings? 

Of course trouble followed — Paul was 
quite prepared for that. (Turn to Acts 
9:16 to read how soon after he had ac- 
cepted Jesus as his Christ Paul learned 


people who led in stirring up the rulers 
of this city to drive him and his helpers 
out. The girls will t delight in the 
great tribute these enemies paid Paul, all 
unwittingly, even as Jesus’ enemies often 
spoke of him! Read Acts 17:6 aloud. 
How true’ those words became as time 
went on; and how false the -very next 
ones (v. 7) were and are! King Jesus 
was never preached as a rival of the 
Cesars! : 


(4) More persuading and preaching 
followed in the next town Paul entered, 
Berea, again in the Jewish synagogue 
Paul found there. But what a shining 
contrast inthe reception given the mes- 
sage there, compared with every other 
place Paul had preached! “Received the 
word?’ “readiness of mind,” “searched 
the scriptures daily,” “many of them be- 
lieved,” not only of the “honorable wo- 





mefi,” but also “of men, not afew.” 
What a glorious time Paul must have 


that he must suffer for that beloved - 
Name’s sake.) And it was Paul’s own ~ 








sperm 










spite 
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had in Berea—before those relentless | 


Jews from Thessalonica’ followed him up 
and once more drove him on! 


Home Study 

This week, to keep the whole story 
in mind, you must study Acts 17:16 
through the end of that chapter, to get 
the account of Paul’s preaching in Athens. 
Then you can choose a title for chapter 
17, on your chart, and a key verse (refer- 
ences only written on the chart) for the 
space above that chapter. Maybe you'll 
need three such references for this chap- 
ter of three places of preaching. Choose 
after careful thinking. 


Decatur, GA. 


. Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of October 11) 


1. Paul’s words and manner in dealing 
with evil spirits, as in this lesson, show 
that he had learned (from Christ’s own 
apostles?) exactly the way in which the 
Lord had. acted on such. occasions. He 
follows Peter as Peter followed his Master, 
in such matters. 

2. No, they were all quite different: 
Lydia, in the quiet, sober thinking of a 
prayer-meeting; the demon possessed dam- 
sel, arrested by and brought under the 
power of the Holy Spirit through Paul’s 
Word of command ;.the jailer, overwhelmed 
by fright, accepting Christ as his Saviour 
as Paul offered him in answer to his own 











WE PRESCRIBE A 


tonite 


"WHEN you get to the point where 
you're a little run down, a little irri- 
table, the obvious prescription is — 
_a trip to Chalfonte-Haddon Hall... 

. where there’s every facility for ton- 
ing up tired systems. 


First, exercise! Play squash, work 
out in the gym, try a game of golf 
on a near-by course, or gallop along 
the edge of the sea. Then, take an 
all-over sun bath, or a health bath 
supervised by an expert. Eat... 
and enjoy ... the meals of master- 
chefs. Relax in a deck chair over 
the ocean, inhaling the bracing salt 
sea air. And at night —sleep. 

If you want a new lease on life, 
try the Chalfonte-Haddon Hall pre- 

. scription. Reasonable rates prevailing. 
Write for information. 


American and European Plans 


CHALFONTE- 


HADDON HALL 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 
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urgent question, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” 

3. We certainly cannot. 

4. No, the approach and the invitation 
are necessarily different, to some extent, in 
every case. 

5. There is no doubt but God wants per- 
sonal workers to be looking to him and 
dependent upon him every step of the way 
in the winning of a soul. As every path 
in this business is a new one in some way, 
soul winners cannot anticipate circumstances 
or answers,—but the Holy Spirit can, 
Therefore, step by step guidance is neces- 
sary. 

6. “They have beaten us publicly ... . 
men that are Romans” (Acts 16: 37). These 
words claim for Silas, with himself; the 
rights of Roman citizenship. Note the 
plural pronoun used throughout Paul’s re- 
ply. ; 

7. Even though Paul did not know, when 
selecting Silas as his traveling , partner, 
that he was to go into Europe, he knew 
a Roman citizen could claim rights in Ro- 
man Asiatic lands, whither he intended go- 
ing again, so that Silas’ Roman citizenship 
would be a helpful qualification for this 
journey. 

8. Surely he remembered how “psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs” had brought 
comfort to him in this darkest hour in that 
Roman jail, when he advised other Chris- 
tians to “give thanks for all things,’ even 
sufferings. Experience is a fine teacher! 

9. “How beautiful are the feet of them 
that bring glad tidings of good. things!” 
(Rom. 10:156), even when those weary 
feet must have been hard and knotty with 
the hundreds of miles they had walked to 
bring those glad tidings! 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
‘By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Oct. 25. How Is Our Country Helping and 
Hindering the Spiritual Growth of Other 
Countries? Acts 13: 1-3; Jas. 4: 1-3. 

Nov. 1. What Jesus Teaches about Faith in 
God. Matt. 6 : 25-30. (Consecration meeting.) 

Nov. 8 Our Share in Making World Peace 
Permanent. Isa. 2: 2-4. (Armistice Day.) 

Nov. 15. What Is the Purpose of Life? Phil. 
3: 12-16, 
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How to Answer “Wet” Arguments 
(1 Tim. 1 : 8-11) 





Mon.—Exhibit the “horrible 
(Prov. 23 : 29-32). 
Tues.—Answer with facts (Prov. 15 : 28). 
Wed.—Answering “personal liberty” (1 
Cor. 8 : 9-13). 

Thurs.—What “wines” can do (Isa. 28 : 1, 
7, 8). 

Fri.—Answer by a clean life (Rom. 13 : 13). 

Sat.—Answer by increased _ efficiency 
(Dan. 1 : 8-21). 


example” 











How answer the charge, crime is increas- 
ing? 

How show that legal booze-selling means 
the saloon back? 

How enforce the law? 


6c ET” arguments may be answered 
in two ways. They may be an- 
swered in so far as one’s own personal 
action is concerned, or, they may be an- 
swered with a view to convincing others, 
The Christian has. one.clear and_ suffi- 
cient answer for his own personal absti- 
nence from intoxicating liquors. It may 
be phrased in the words of the apostle 
Paul who said, “But take heed lest by 
any means this liberty of your’s become a 
stumblingblock to them that are weak. ... 
Wherefore, if meat make my brother to 
offend [or stumble], I will eat no flesh 
while the world standeth, lest J make my 
brother to offend” (1 Cor. 8:9, 13). 
Sometimes it is helpful, in pointing out 
to others the evils of strong drink, to 
show the foolishness of some of the claims 
made by those who are opposed to pro- 
hibition. One of the favorite claims of 
the anti-prohibitionist is that prohibition 
has increased crime. This is an unfair 
claim to begin with for the simple rea- 
son that, as yet, the very ones who make 
this charge have refused to co-operate in 
the enforcement of prohibition. They 
themselves have made the enforcement of 
prohibition incomplete. In the next breath 





they will tell you that there is more liquor. 
consumed now than in_ pre-prohibition 
days. This is untrue, of course, but it 
shows the foolishness of blaming crime 
on prohibition. 

On the other hand, United States At- 
torney General Mitchell is quoted as 
having said over a nation-wide network 
of the Columbia Broadcasting System re- 
cently, “The assertion has been made that 
the principal source of gang power is the 
profit derived from illegal liquor traffic, 
and that the elimination, by some means, 
of this source of revenue would put an 
end to criminal gangs and racketeering: 
In the recent income tax prosécutions 
against a number of these organized gang- 
sters, it was developed that on an aver- 
age not over twenty percent of their rev- 
enue came from liquor traffic, and, this 
has been diminishing, and if this be an 
indication of general’ conditions, the re- 
moval of illicit liquor traffic ‘ds a source 
of revenue would not end gangsterism 
and racketeering.” 

Another absurd. position taken by the 
anti-prohibitionists is that they do not 
want the return of the saloons. They 
loudly protest any desire to have this evii 
restored. They claim they only want the 
right to purchase liquor for home con- 
sumption. It would be interesting to 
know how many of these who now dis- 
avow the torner saloon voted for its 
abolition. ut fortunately we do not 
have to conjecture about the return of 
the saloon if the prohibition amendment 
is repealed. Our next door neighbor, 
Canada, is going through just such an 
experience as the United States may look 
forward to if the Eighteenth Amendment 
should be repealed. There, too, liquor 
interests did not want the corner saloon 
returned, but the fact remains that in 
spite of the so-called “government con- 
trol” the equivalent of the corner saloon 
exists in Canada. It is given the more re- 
fined name of “beer-parlor,” “café,” or 
“restaurant.” Where customers before 
stood before a bar to drink, in the Can- 


adian beer-parlor the customer draws up |, 


a chair to a table and sits down’ to drink. 
These Canadian beer-parlors smeli just 
as the old saloon did, the stuff sold in 
them is just the same, the language one 
hears is the same obscene profanity, the 
conduct of those who frequent such places 
is the same, and, it is all too true that 
the effect upon the homes of those who 
frequent these places is just the same as 
the effect produced by the old corner 
saloon. 

Another favorite argument of the anti- 
prohibitionist is that there is more liquor 
sold now than in pre-prohibition days. 
Ask anyone who saw our great city be- 
fore the saloon was abolished to tell you 
truthfully whether the evidences of our 
city show that more liquor is sold today 
than then. : 

If drinking is now-.se prevalent as the 
enemies of prohib:tion declare, it would 
be interesting’ to: know how; we:may ex- 
plain why the death rate of the entire 
nation is now so much fower than at any 
other time in the history of the nation. 

Furthermore, there are no specific facts 
concerning the consumption of intoxicat- 
ing liquors during pre-prohibition days. 
But it is absurd on the face of it to say 
that a trade that has been deprived of 
the opportunity of establishing public 
places of sale, of the privilege of adver- 
tising, of unhindered ‘transportation, of 
the right to make use of all the methods 
of promoting tales that Americans ~have 
been taught for generations.are neces- 
sary to a flourishing trade has yet been 
able to build up any liquor bill in excess 
of that of the pre-prohibition period. 

On the other hand, there are many 
benefits whith can largely and unmistak- 
ably be traced to prohibition. in ether in- 
dustries. In such places concrete evidence 
can be produced. And while it is not 
claimed that the gains of the last ten years 
are due to prohibition alone, neverthe- 
less, that there are gains is beyond dis- 
pute. Other factors .have undoubtedly 
contributed, but prohibition has certainly 
been a large one. To offset a loss of 
$363,000,000 in federal income from taxes 
on $1,817,000,000 worth of liquor during 
the period 1920-1930, we may put down a 
gain of $779,000,000 in automobile and 
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Don’t Forget the Jews 


“Jewish Mission Bonds” 1s the title of a book- 
let we would like you to read. Just say ‘Send 
me your booklet, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’ ”’ 
No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to ycu; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y 





























Everybody Buys Christmas Cards 


Earn Big Money with our attractive boxed as- 
sortments, 21 beautiful cards, matched en- 
velopes, in smart gift box, sells fr.00; cost 
you 50C; 100% profit. Every card a master- 
piece. The biggest, most attractive money 
maker in the field. , Act NOW! 


BEACON CARD, 
170 Summer Street, 


Dept. 107. 
Boston, Mass. 


OMETHING NEW? 


Systematic paity Reading Cards 
Reed Rod System | Genesis to Revelation 
How to read your Bible once eacn year in 15 minutes 
a day. A Practica Girt to Your Friends. ‘ 


Complete Set-Price $1.00 FREE 


Discount to Dealers. Agents Wanted SAMPLE 
HERMAN F. STEINBORN, Distributor 
Address P. O. Box ARP-777, CHICAGO, ILL. 


“THE NUTSHELL 
of PROPHECY” 


One of James H. McConkey’s prophetic messages. 
Short, simple, elementary. A suitable booklet to hand 


to beginners }in prophecy. Sent absolurely free to 

any one interested enough to write for it. 

Address: SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S, Bessemer Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


“For the Love of Mankind” 


is the title of a carefully written, beautifully illus- 
trated brochure, which describes how thousands 
of churches have satisfied the spiritual hunger of 
the hard of hearing. . . . Upon request, we will 
send you a FREE copy. 


Dictograph, Products Co., Inc., Dept. 63T, 
220 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 


























(Gmmunion Ware of Quality 


ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 
‘dual 


Glasses 


= ser 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO, 
Room 353 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


Why Suffer with =— 
Skin Troubles when 


Cuticura 


Quickly Heals 


ice 26c. each. Semple free. Address: 
“Outicura,” Dept; 6B, Malden, Mass. 


EXTRA MONEY—Easy ! Sc! 225; 


























tive 21 card 
$1 Christmas box assortments: } profit. Also-per. 
sonal imprinted cards. Beautiful designs. Liberal com. 
missions. Cards to suit EVERY ONE. Write for details 
COLONIAL GREETING CARD CoO., 
2101 N. 2nd Street, Harrisburg. Pa. 





gasoline taxes and.a gain of $2,000,000,- 
ooo in federal income taxes. 

‘Instead’ of one hundred and seventy 
thousand saloons which occupied many of 
the best corhers in our cities and which 
were closed as a result of national pro- 
hibition, we may’ put down three hundred 
and fifty thousand-gasoline stations and 
three thousand six hundred. and fifteen 
branch banks which have taken the places 
of the saloons. . 

But what are we as Christians to do 
about enforcing the law against intoxicat-« 
ing liquors? . 

Many of us have the right to vote, or 
soon will have. We may refuse to vote 
for any man who has not taken a definite 
stand in support of the prohibition amend- 
ment. 

We may report at once to the authori- 
ties any infraction of the law that we 
may observe. We would not hesitate to 
report to the police that we had seen 
a robber enter a man’s house, why should 
we hesitate to report other lawbreakers? 

We may by our conversation with 
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others uphold the enforcement of the pro- 
hibition amendment. 

We may hel to expose the false state- 
ments made by thé liquor traffic by keep- 
ing informed as to the true facts in the 
case, The Board of Temperance, Prohi- 
bition and Public Morals of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church through its agency in 
Washington, 100 Maryland Avenue, N. E., 
will be glad to give you information from 
time to time if you will request it. 

Christian readers could be a large fac- 
tor in influencing the daily newspapers to 
stop the publication of false information 
concerning. prohibition enforcement and 
. the playing up of news that is favorable 
to lawbreaking. If you have noticed in 
your local newspapers comments against 
prohibition your young people’s society 
might clip such items and send them to 
the newspapers with a prote$t signed not 
only by your members but other right- 
thinking citizens in the community. . The 
liquor interest may be, able to influence 
the news of the country for a time, but 
newspapers are dependent upon their in- 
dividual subscribers and any concerted 
protest against the liquor propaganda is 
sure to have a telling effect. As long as 
- Christian people will tolerate such prop- 
aganda in the newspapers they read, we 
may expect to find it there. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


“To Prevent Errors and Delays 


HE Sunpay ScuHoot Times goes into 

every State and Province in the United 
States and Canada, and into 125 other 
~ countries every week. 
On account of the distant points that 
- must be reached by THe SuNDAy SCHOOL 
Times every week in time for the les- 
son we are obliged to work three weeks 
ahead in our mechanical departments. 

Therefore new and renewal orders and 
changes of address should reach us at 
least three weeks before the date of the 
issue with which they are to take effect, 
—four weeks if you live as far away as 
the Pacific Coast, and longer than that 
for foreign countries. 


How to Make a Change of Address 

When you order the paper sent to any 
new address of a subscriber, please be 
sure to send us the old address, enclosing 
if possible the address label from a recent 
copy. That will enable us to trace the 
subscription promptly, and to make the 
change without delay; but please allow 
three weeks before you expect the paper 
at the new address, 


Renewal Dates 


Your renewal date is shown on the 
second line of the mailing label bringing 
your copy of our paper to you each week. 

Subscriptions are not continued beyond 
the renewal date unless they are ordered 
continued by the subscriber. 

Your co-opération in all this will enable 
us to render a still more satisfactory serv- 
ice, and to get the paper to its destination 
with a still smaller number of delivery 
delays or interruptions. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoot Trmes Company 
325 North Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, 


Keswick as a Rest Home 


AN UNUSUAL opportunity awaits 
: you at Keswick Grove, N. J., if you 

are weary, overtired, or in need of spir- 
itual. refreshment. The fall and winter 
_ months are most enjoyable in the health 
_ giving, pine-filled atmosphere of Kes- 
~ wick, which is only a few miles distant 
from Lakehurst and Lakewood, the noted 
_ winter resorts. Keswick has its own lakes, 
tennis courts, beautiful rambles, and the 
. like, but best of all is the Christian fel- 
lowship, the homelike atmosphere, and 
opportunity to be alone with God. Why 
not use Keswick as a retreat and gain 
strength and inspiration for your work 
and responsibilities? Missionaries, min- 
isters, and Christian workers have been 
_ especially impressed with Keswick as an 
ideal rest home. For further information 
regarding rates and reservations address 
. Addison -C. -Raws, Secretary,: Keswick 
Grove,’ N. J. 
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For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lesseans, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 12 to 18 
Mon.—Acts 17 ; 1-11. 
Paul in Thessalonica and Berea. 
The charge of Jason’s assailants is an 
undesignéd coincidence confirming the 
authenticity of Paul’s letters to the 
church at Thessalonica—the coming 
King and Kingdom. That theme evoked 
persecution for Paul (v. 7) as_it had for 
the Lord himself, who was accused of 
treason against Czsar, But it was the 
theme that gripped both Thessalonian 
Jews, proselytes, and pagans; and Miss 
Pankhurst says it should be the great 
text for revival today, because our era 
is on the very doorstep of the Kingdom. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
missionaries remaining in China, where 
the lives of none are now safe, as North 
and South China prepare to renew civil 
war; for the China Inland’s two hundred 
new volunteers; for the Chinese Church 
in danger of compromise and lowering 
standards under merciless pressure, as 
especially requested by the Church Mis- 
sionary Society and the Baptist Mission- 
ary Society. : 

The Prayer Suggestions this week and 
next are taken from the Prayer Bulletin 
of the World Dominion Movement, a 
remarkably condensed compendium of the 
spiritual needs of all mission fields. (Free 
from World Dominion, 113 Fulton St. 
New York City, supported by freewill 
offerings. ) 

Tues.—1 Thessalonians 2 : 1-12. 
The Spirit of Paul’s Ministry. 

Every regenerated: ‘man and woman 
should have the same tremendous con- 
sciousness of being “put in trust with 
the Gospel” (v. 4), and, as we win others 
to the Lord, to emphasize walking worthy 
of their calling (v. 12). “Men-pleasing” 
in these days of all too much church poli- 
tics is holding down the truth in unright- 
eousness, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for four 
hundred and fifty thousand Japanese 
homes recently visited by missionaries of 
the Japan Evangelistic Band and others; 
for the need of support and workers by 
the Church Missionary Society in Hok- 
kaido Diocese. 

Wed.—Ephesians 3 ; 8-13. 
The Burden of Paul’s Preaching. 

To the man who deemed himself the 
least, not of apostles, but of all saints, 
was. given the grace that enabled angels, 
“principalities and powers” to learn new 
things about God’s wisdom by contemplat- 
ing the Church, the age-hidden mystery 
until now of Jew and Gentile made into 
one organism. 


Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
twenty thousand people in French Indo- 
China, being evangelized by the Chris- 
tian, and Missionary Alliance; that the 
Paris Evangelical Missionary Society may 
be financially able to occupy Annam and 
Tonkin provinces. 


Thurs.—1 Tessalonians 3 : 1-10. 
Paul Comforted by Converts. 

The comfort that made life worth liv- 
ing to Paul (v. 8) was’ the fact that his 
converts ‘had not departed from the faith 
(vs. 5, 6).. There were several points 
upen which they had yet to be fully es- 
tablished (vs. 2, 10). We know from 
the context that these were ignorance 
concerning the situation of their dead 
loved ones, and fuller instruction con- 
cerning the Lord’s coming. The Thessa- 
lonian letters provided this—for them 
and us. There is no doctrine that keeps 
the Christian immune from error like 
that of the Second Advent. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Miss 
Cable and the Misses French, trekking 
through Kurdistan among the Moslem 
Qazags and Noghais of’ Northern Dsun- 








geria and Turki Chantows of Sinkiang, 





meeting opposition except from the piti- 
ful women in the harems. 


Fri—Nehemiah 8:1-8 Studying the Word. 

No doubt a great reason Israel never 
again went into idolatry after the Restora- 
tion was this intensive instruction in the 
Word of God (vy. 8). Preaching on 
Sundays from isolated. texts, with never 
any adequate teaching of the Bible, book 
by book, topic after topic, has wrought 
great harm in the Church, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for twenty- 
eight evangelists, doctors, nurses, and in- 
structors asked for by the Church of 
England Zenana Missionary Society; for 
an India-wide evangelistic campaign; for 
caste people and outcasts among whom 
the Church Missionary Society is having 
thousands of accessions. : 


Sat.—James 1: 19-27. Doers of the Word. 

The comparison is general; not all men 
forget how they look in the mirror, but 
many do. The Bible is a mirror. It 
shows the iooker-in first how ugly he is 
as a son of Adam, but if he continueth 
to look in (v. 25) he will see himself in 
Christ, freed from the dominion of sin 
by the Lord’s having paid the penalty, 
and becoming more and more like his 
Lord as he recognizes that he is dead to 
sin, and he goes on growing in grace, 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Baptist Missionary Society on the Kond 
Hills, the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and 
elsewhere; the Strict Baptist Mission at 
Tinnevally and Parmiadipatti, and the re- 
cent thousand converts Prom the Telegu 
Village Mission; for the ten indigenous 
churches in Northern Bengal among the 
Mechis, of the Church of Scotland Guild 
Mission. 

Sun.—Psalm 119 : 9-16. 
Cleansing Power of the Word, 

“By what means may the next genera- 
tion be made better than this? Young 
men are concerned to-cleanse their way 
—to get their hearts renewed and their 
lives reformed. Young men must make 
the Word of God their rule: that will 
do more than the laws of princes or the 
morals of philosophers.” — Matthew 
Henry. 

Prayer Svuccestion: Pray for the 
eight thousand converts from the difficult 
Burmese Buddhists won by Gospel teams 
of converted Buddhists, Karens, and 
others, visiting schools and colleges. 
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Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 
































AGENTS 
WANTED 


CHRISTIAN MEN AND WOMEN 
FOR FULL TIME WORK ONLY 


Interesting, profitable work—generous money rewards 
—boundless satisfaction from real service to the Master, 
The New Analytical Bible stimulates Bible reading— 
fiashes new light on the sacred pages. Parents, Busi- 
ness men, Pastors and Christian porate are eager to 
possess its helps to deeper spiritual understanding. 
ACT TODAY 

Our representatives are Supported and protected. Be- 
gin in your own church and community—travel here 
or abroad. Sales possibilities wherever English. is 
spoken. Write today stating name. address, age, edu- 
cation and experience for full particulars. 


BUXTON - WESTERMAN COMPANY 
Dept. S. T., 21 West Elm St., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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Stockton Press 
516 S-N. Charles St. _ 








HUMAN INTEREST STORIES from a new et ae 

Belgian Congo, East Africa. Three brief stories: * KAT- 

SUBUKIRO, the eleven-year-old boy schoolmaster"; 

ni Death Drums"’; and“ Home Life of the Banandi 
‘omen.”* 


Suitable for missionary, programs. Sent FREE : 

aaiable ee petetosely Sevees. Sons, Pipe we a 
UNEVANGELIZED “AFRICA MISSION 

536 South Hope Street, Los Angeles, Califorsia, | 
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Subscription Rates 

The ‘Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly-at the following rates, pay- ~ 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage, 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than -fiye, each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more cepies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


J = 
Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is publis weekly 
at the following rates, Bsc ap tise 
in “the United States “and Possessions. 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies. in a 
package to only one address, §2 cents~ 
each, per year. 

The paper is not sent’ to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except: by spe- 
cial’ request. 

The Sunday School Times Company 

323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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